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Address to our Readers. by the same means christians 


Tue Conductors of the Chris- 
tian Monitor avail themselves of 
the opportunity, afforded them by 
the publication of the present 
number, toexpress their gratitude 
for the patronage already receliv- 
ed, and to solicit the continuance 
of public favor. 

The utility of periodical publi- 
cations, when enlisted on the side 
of truih, and conducted with abil- 
‘ity and judgment,is very general- 
ly acknowledged. They produce 
and strengthen a taste for relig- 
jous reading, They counteract 
the influence of error. They 
confirm and enforce the instruc- 
tions of faithful ministers. The 
variety which they contain, and 
the intelligence which they com- 
municate, render them peculiar- 
ly interesting ; and those who 
could scarcely be persuaded to 
read other religious books, may 
receive from the pages of a mag- 
azine the most salutary impres- 
sions. There can be little hazard 
in afirming, that many thought- 
less persons have been rendered 
serious, Many vicious persons re- 
claimed, and that even scoffers 
have been silenced, by the peru- 
sal of some essay, or memoir, 
or anecdote in a periodical pub- 
lication. With still greater con- 
fidence may it be asserted, that 

A 


have often been edified and com- 
forted, and rendered more zeal- 
ous and faithful in the service of 
God and of their generation, 


The age in which it is our 
privilege to live is distinguish- 
ed by vigorous and multiplied 
efforts to promote the cause of 
religion, and the happiness of 
mankind. By human agency 
God is accomplishing those glo- 
rious things, which aré spoken of 
Zion, “ Missionaries are going 
forth, witha spirit truly apostolic, 
to carry the glad tidings of salva- 
tion to every corner of the earth, 
The scriptures are translated into 
more languages, than distinguish 
ed the day of Pentecost, are dis- 
persed into more lands, than ever 
the apostles visited ; and chris- 
tians of every name have united 
to carry on the labor of love. 
That blessed day, which transport- 
ed with rapture those who beheld 
it, even in distant anticipation, the 
hope of all the saints on earth, 
the joy of all the angels in heav- 
en, the object of the prophecies 
and prayers of the church for 
more than three thousand years, 
is evidently approaching,” Who 
then is not desirous of contem- 
plating its approach ; of knowing 
the plans that are formed, the ex- 
ertions that are made, for spread- 
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2 Beware of the Flatterer. 


ing the glorious gospel; and the 
success, which by the divine 
blessing attends them? While 
the Sun of Righteousness is ris- 
ing to his meridian height, and 
pouring down light and joy upon 
a benighted, wretched world, 
who does not wish to behold the 
enlivening spectacle ? While the 
river of God is rolling its living 
waters through lands _ hitherto 
desert and barren, who does not 
feel interested in tracing its 
course and in observing the fer- 
tility and the verdure, which 
mark its progress? As the king 
of Zion, the Prince of peace, 
rides forth among the nations, 
scattering the richest blessings of 
heaven around him, who does bot 
wish to follow in his train, and to 
rejoice in his triumphs? Surely, 
to every friend of religion, to ev- 
ery friend of man, intelligence 
relative to the diffusion of truth, 
the enlargement of Christ’s king- 
dom, and the promotion of hu- 
man virtue and happiness, must 
be peculiarly grateful. Such in- 
telligence, which can in no other 
way beso conveniently and ex- 
tensively circulated, as by period- 
ical publications, it will be a lead- 
ing object with the editors of the 
Christian Monitor to publish. 
Our readers have already been 
apprized that the profits of this 
publication will be applied to the 
education of pious young men 
for the Christian ministry. This 
is at object, which of late has 
powerfully attracted the attention 
of many in various parts of the 
land, They have observed, that 
the harvest is great, that the 
Jaborers are few, and they 
have felt, that it was not enough 
to pray to the Lord of the har- 


vest to send forth laborers, but 
that such means must be em- 
ployed with reliance upon divine 
aid, as would prove the sincerity 
of the petition, and would tend to 
its fulfilment. With this view 
a Society has been formed in the 
District of Maine for the inter- 
esting purpose of assisting indi- 
gent young men of promising 
talents, and of hopeful piety, to 
become qualified for the gospel 
ministry. We trust it will be 
regarded, as an additional induce- 
ment. by those, who have hitherto 
received the Christian Monitor, 
to continue their patronage, and 
by others, to become subscribers ; 
that they will thus contribute 
their aid to an object of such 
manifest importance. We do 
not doubt, that by a little exer- 
tion the number of subscribers 
might be greatly increased. And 
there are motives, we think, of 
no inconsiderable weight, for en- 
deavoring to give it more ex- 
tensive circulation. 

We ask in behalf of the publi- 
cation the prayers of all good 
men, into whose hands it may 
come; and to the blessing of 
Heaven we commend our hum- 
ble endeavors to promote the 
influence of true religion, and 
the salvation of our fellow men, 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN MONITOR. 


‘“ Beware of tne Flatterer.” 


TuerRe lived a wise man in the 
east, many centuries ago, whose 
fame extended into distant na- 
tions, and excited the admiration 
even of princes. Many of his 
sayings were, at the time, record- 
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Beware of the Flatterer. 3 


ed for the instruction of the peo- 
ple. And some of them have 
been preserved, in an ancient re- 
cord, to the present day. Among 
them I find the following ; “ 4 
man that flattereth his neighbor 
spreadeth a net for his feet.” This 
remark shows, that the author 
was intimately acquainted with 
the human heart; and were it 
duly regarded, much evil would 
be avoided, 

It is vain to spread a net in the 
sight of a bird. He instantly 
takes the alarm, and flies from 
the danger. But men are more 
stupid, than the birds of the air. 
The net is uncovered to their 
view. They are warned of their 
danger. And yet the flatterer 
takes them in his snare with 
ease. 

By flattery, the mother of our 
race, fair and lovely as an angel 
of light, was seduced and disrob- 
ed of every heavenly charm. 
And there is something in flat- 
tery, so congenial to the human 
heart, that no man Is secure from 
its influence. ‘“ Ye shall be as 
gods,” said Satan * knowing good 
and evil,” and prevailed. Follow- 
ing his example, and acting on 
the same principle, the artful and 
designing always flatter those, 
whom they wish to ensnare. The 
woman, ‘** whose house inclineth 
unto death,and whose fiaihs lead 
down to the dead, flattereth with 
her words. With her much fair 
sfieech she causeth those to vield, 
who are void of understanding ; 
with the flattering of her lifis she 


forceth them” ‘The same meth- 


od is also pursued by those, who 
wish to seduce the unsuspecting 
fair. The whole mystery of 
Chesterfieldianism consists in the 


dexterous use of flattery. Skill- 
ed himself in the vile arts of se- 
duction, the infamous Stanhope 
endeavored to initiate his sfuri- 
ous son in the same arts by di- 
recting him how to seize the op- 
portunity, and employ his flattery 
to the best advantage. And it is 
by the dexterous use of this 
weapon, that his detested pupils 
have cast down and slain their 
thousands ; not of strong men, 
but of weak, unsuspecting fe- 
males. On the heart of every 
female, who regards her honor, 
or fears her God, this sentence 
should, then, be written as with 
the point of diamond; “A 
man that flattereth his neighbor 
spreadeth a net for his feet,” 

Those, who stand before kings, 
understand well the powerful in- 
fluence of flattery. The fawning 
courtier flatters the foibles and 
vices of his sovereign; and by 
this mean acquires an influence, 
which is used to his own advant- 
ape. Hence kings should re- 
member what was said by one of 
the wisest of their race; “A 
man that flattereth his neighbor 
spreadeth a net for his fect.” 

In nations, where the people 
have a proper share in the gov- 
ernment, the ambitious and un- 
principled endeavour to rise into 
power by flattering them. They 
make fair speeches, profess a 
warm attachment to the people, 
and artfully suggest, that their 
prosperity and happiness would 
be greatly promoted, if they 
would only entrust to them the 
management of public affairs. 
‘‘And Absalom rose up early ,and 
stood beside the way of the gate: 
and it was so, that when any 
man that had a Controversy came 
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4 Beware of the Flatterer. 


to the king for judgment, then 
Absalom called unto him, and 
said, of what city art thou? and 
he said thy servant is of one 
of the tribes of Israel. Ana Ab- 
salom said unto him, see, thy 
matters are good and right, but 
there is no man deputed of the 
king to hear thee. Absalom said 
moreover, O that 1 were made 
judge in the land, that every man, 
which hath any suit or cause, 
might come unto me, and I would 
do him justice. And it was so, 
that when any man came nigh to 
him to do him obeisance, he put 
forth his hand and took him, and 
kissed him. And on this manner 
did Absalom to all Israel, that 
came to the king for judgment: 
so Absalom stole the hearts of 
the men of Israel.” 2 Sam. xv. 
2—6. By his flattery Absalom 
succeeded in exciting discontent 
and rebellian against his aged and 
pious father, who had with all his 
might promoted the best inter- 
ests of his people ; and the usur- 
per was proclaimed king. And 
those, who imitate his example, 
too often succeed in working 
themselves into power. The se- 
quel of Absalom’s rebellion has 
been recorded for the benefit of 
after ages ; and it should be re- 
garded by every one, who wishes 
toavoid the snaresof the flatterer. 
For it is a maxim never tobe 
forgotten in selecting men for 
rulers ; that “a man who flatter- 
eth his neighbor, spreadeth a 
net for his feet.”’ 

Simplicity and godly sincerity 
ought to be manifested by all, 
who name the name of Christ; 
and especially by the ministers of 
religion. But Satan has often 


-ransformed himself into an an- 


gel of light; and many, whe 
bear the Christian name, imitate 
hisexample. ‘“ They creep into 
houses, and lead captive silly 
wemen, and by good words and 
fair speeches they deceive the 
hearts of the simple.” For the 
sake of strengthening their own 
party, they hesitate not to inter- 
rupt the peace and destroy the 
harmony of a church, which is 
walking together in christian fel- 
lowship. When the labors of a 
faithful minister are blessed, and 
many of his hearers anxiously 
inquire what they shall do to be 
saved, it often happens, that flat- 
terers seize the opportunity, and 
endeavor to promote their par- 
ty views. And they often injure 
religion, and destroy those, who 
are led by them. At first they 
will, perhaps, profess to rejoice 
in the good work. By degrees 
they will work in among the 
hopeful subjects, gain their con- 
fidence, and then by artful insin- 
uations detach them from their 
stated Pastor, and draw them 
away to their own party. The 
methods and agents employed to 
effect this object are various ; 
but flattery in some form is the 
grand instrument. 

Persons under conviction, and 
young converts, are generally de- 
sirous of conversing with those, 
who are esteemed pious. This 


gives such persons, whether male 


or female, an opportunity of do- 
ing much good or evil. If they 
be of the family of the flatterers, 
full of words, and intent on mis- 
chief, you may trace something 
like the following process in 
their conduct. Having marked 
out such, as they think most like- 
ly to be insnared, they will oftep 
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all upon them, be very affection- 
ate, and endeavor by every mean 
to win their confidence By some 
sly intimations, or bold asser- 
tions, they will then attempt to 
make them believe, that their 
good Pastor is too rigid,or knows 
nothing of experimenzal religion, 
Others of their own party, per- 
haps a preacher, are introduced ; 
and all unite in talking of their 
own feelings, privileges, and at- 
tainments. Some popular preach- 
er of their party, or some won- 
derful christian is spoken of, and 
the victims are urged to make 
thema visit. This must be repeat- 
ed. Much is said of christian lib- 
erty, and they are urged to accom- 
pany these flatterers to hear their 
preacher, who is greatly cried up 
by them. The net is now pre- 
pared, and the prey secured. A 
party is increased, but vital godli- 
ness injured, and immortal souls 
are destroyed. The paths of re- 
ligion are not secure from the 
designs of flatterers, And those, 
who wish to walk in those paths 
with safety. must remember the 
words of the wise, and beware of 
flatterers, who serve not our Lord 
Jesus Christ, but their own bel- 
lies, 

In the history of certain Pil- 
grims, going to the celestial city, 
we have the following account, 
which is well calculated to show 
the danger of listening to those, 
who attempt to corrupt our minds 
by flattery, ‘* These pilgrims, 
having escaped a band of robbers, 
went on their journey till they 
came at a place, where they saw 
away put itself into their way, 
and scemed withall to lie as 
straight asthe way, which they 
should go ; and here they knew 
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not which of the two to take, for 
both seemed straight before them: 
therefore, here they stood s'ill to 
consider. And as they were 
thinking about the way. behold 
a man of dlack flesh. but covered 
with a very light robe, came to 
them, and asked them. wiry they 
stood there? They answered, 
they were agoing to the cciestial 
city, but knew not which of these 
waystotake. ‘Follow me, said 
the man, it is thither that I am 
going.” So they followed him 
in the way, that but now came 
into the road, which by degrees 
turned, and turned them so from 
the city, that they desired to go 
to, that in little time their faces 
were turned away from iit.—Yet 
they followed him. But by and 
by, before they were aware, he 
led them both within the compass 
of anet, in which they were both 
so entangled, that they knew not 
what to do; and with that the 
white robe tell off the d/ack man’s 
back :—then they saw where 
they were. Wheretore, there 
they lay crying some time, for 
they could not get themselves 
out. Then said the one to his 
fellow, ** Now do I see myself in 
anerror. Did not the shepherds, 
(gospel ministers) bid us beware 
of the flatterers? As is the say- 
ing of the wise man, so we have 
found it this day ; 4 man that 
flattereth his neighbor shreade:/ 
anet for his fret.” To this re- 
mark the other replied, saying, 
* They also gave us a note of di- 
rections about the way, for our 
more sure finding thereof ; but 
therein we have also forgotten to 
read, and have not kept ourselves 
from the paths of the destroyer.”’ 
Here David was wiser than we ; 
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for saith he, “concerning the works 
of men, by the word of thy lips 


I have kefit me from the fraths of 


the destroyer.’ Thus they lay 
bewailing themselves in the net. 
At length they espied a Shining 
One coming towards them, with 
a whip of small cords in his hand. 
W hen he was come to the place 
where they were, he asked them 
whence they came, and what they 
did there? Lhey told him that 
they were poor pilgrims going to 
Zion, but were led out of the way 
by a d/ack man clothed in white, 
who bid us, said they, follow him, 
for he was going thither too. 
Then said he with a whip, “i! isa 
flatterer,” “a false afrosile, that 
hath transformed himself into an 
angel of light.” So herent the 
net, andlet the menout. Then 
said he to them ; follow me, that 
I may set you in your way again ; 
so he led them back tothe way, 
which they had ieft to follow the 
flatterer. Thenhe asked thém, 
saying, where Cid ye lie the last 
night ? They said, with the shep 
herds upon the delectable moun- 
tains Heasked them then, if they 
had not of the shepherds a note 
of direction for the way? They 
answered, yes, But did you. said 
he, when you were at a stand, 
pluck out and read your note. 
They answered, no. He asked 
them why? They said ; we for- 
got. He asked moreover, if the 
shepherds did not bid them be- 
ware of the flatterer? They an- 
swered, yes ; but we did not imag- 
ine, said they, that this fine sfioken 
man had been he. “ee Rom. xvi. 
17,18. Then I saw that he com- 
manded them to lic down; which 
when they did, he chastised them 
sore, to teach them the good way, 


wherein they should walk ; and 
as he chastised them, he said; 
“* Ag many as I love I rebuke and 
chasten ; be zealous, therefore, and 
refient.”’ This done, he bidsthem 
goon their way, and take good 
heed to the other directions 
of the shepherds. So they thank- 
ed him for all his kindness, and 
went softly along the right way.” 


“Come hither, you that walk along the 
way, 

See how the pilgrims fare, who go 
astray : 

They catched are in an entangling net, 

‘Cause they good counsel lightly did 
forget. 

Tis true, they rescu’d were—but yet 
you see, 

They’re scourged to boot, let this your 
caution be.” 

A celebrated writer, remark- 
ing on this part of the pilgrims’ 
history, observes; * The human 
mind is always accessible to flat- 
tery in one form or other ; and 
there have in every age been 
teachers and professed christians, 
who have soothed men into a good 
opinion of their state on insuffi- 
cient grounds ; or have fed their 
spiritual pride by expressing ¢00 
Javoradle thoughts of their attain- 
ments, and this is often mistaken 
for a very loving spirit’ This di- 
rectly tends toinduce unwatc hful- 
ness, and an unadvised way in de- 
ciding in difficult cases: and 
thus men are imperceptibly led 
to consult their own inclinations, 
ease, or interest, instead of the 
will and glory of God. In the 
mean time such flatterers are 
secking their own advantage. For 
the flatterer is a black man ® a 
white robe; a designing hypocrite 
who with plausibility, fluency of 
speech, talents, eloquence, or po- 
lite accomplishments, and great 
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Letter of the 


zeal in religion, “serves not our 
Lord Jesus Christ, but his own 
belly ; and 5y good words and fair 
speeches deceives the hearts of the 
simple.” Satan aims to lull men 
into a fatal security, wholly or in 
part; flatterers of every kind are 
his principal agents ; and a 
smooth undistinguishing gospel, 
and want of plain dealing in pri- 
vate, has immense influence in 
this respect Too often the 
preacher uses flattery in the pul- 
pit and in the parlor, and is re- 
ciprocally flattered or rewarded. 
Among persons not much ac- 
quainted with the gospel these 
flatterers will endeavor toseduce 
by vain philosophy or pharisai- 
cal self-righteousness ; by enthu- 
siastic imaginations or dreams of 
sinless perfection; but among 
established christians some plau- 
sible scheme, flattering men as 
wise and strong in Christ, and as 
knowing their liberty and privile- 
ges, must be adopted. Inthe pres- 
ent state of religious profession, a 
more important caution, I appre- 
hend, cannot be given by the 
united voice of all those minis- 
ters, whom the shepherds repre- 
sent, than this; * beware of the 


flatterer,” of all teachers, who 


address the self-preference of 
the human heart, and thus ren- 
der men forgetful of ‘“ taking 
heed to their ways according to 
the word of God.” For if men 
overlook the precepts of scrip- 
ture, and forsake practical, dis- 
tinguishing teachers, to follow 
such, as bolster up their hopes in 
an unseriptural manner, they will 
be, either fatally deceived, or 
drawn out of the path of truth 
and duty, taken in the net of er- 
ror, and entangled among injuri- 


25 
Earl of Essex. 7 


ous connections and with per- 
plexing difficulties.” Let these 
sayings be regarded by every 
reader, B. N,. 


The following most excellent letter 
was written, in the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, by the gallant 
and renowned Earl of Eesex, 
to his bosom friend the Earl of 
Southampton. 


“ My Lorp, 


As neither nature nor cus- 
tom ever made me a man of com- 
pliment, so now I shall have less 
will than ever for to use such 
ceremonies, when I have left 
with Martha to be Solicitus circa 
multa, and believe with Mary, 
unum suffictt. But it is no com- 
pliment or ceremony, but a real 
and necessary duty, that one 
friend oweth to another in ab- 
sence, and especially at their leave 
taking, when in man’s reason 
many accidents may keep them 
leng divided ; or perhaps bar 
them ever meeting tillthey meet 
in another world ; for then shall 
I think that my friend, whose 
honor, whose person, and whose 
fortune is dear unto me, shall 
prosper and be happy, whereso- 
ever he gives, and whatever he 
takes in hand, when he is in 
the favor of that God, urder 
whose protection there is (only ) 
safety, and in whose service there 
is (only) true happiness to be 
found. What I think of your nat- 
ural gifts or ability in this age or 
in this state, to give glory to God, 
and to win honor to yourself, 
if you employ the talents you 
have received to their best use, 
I will not now tell you ; it suf- 
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3 Letter of the Earl of Essex. 


ficeth, that when I was farthest 
of all times from dissembling, I 
spake truly and have witness 
enough : but these things only 
I will put your Lordship in mind 
of. 

ist. That you have nothng, 
that you have not received, 

2dly. That you possess them 
not as Lord over them but as an 
accomprtant for them. 

Sdiy. If youemploy them to 
serve this world, or your own 
worldly delights, (which the 
prince ofthis world will seek to 
entertain you with) itis ingrati- 
tude, it is injustice, yea, it Is per- 
fidious treachery ; for what 
would you think of such a servant 
of yours, that should convert 
your goods, committed to his 
charge.to the advantage or ser- 
vice of your greatest enemy; and 
what do you less than this with 
God, since you have all from bim, 
and know that the world, and 
princes thereof, are at a conunu- 
al enmity withhim? And, there- 
fore, if ever the admonition of 
your truest friend shall be heard 
by you, or if your country, which 
you may serve in so great and 
many things, be dear unto you ; 
if your God, whom you must (if 
you deal tru/y with yourself,) ac- 
knowledge to be powerful over 
all, and just in all, be feared by 
you; yea, if you be dear unto 
yourself, and prefer an everlast- 
ing bappiness before a pleasant 
dream, which you must shortly 
awake out of, and then repent in 
the bitterness of your soul; if 
any of these things be regarded 
by you, then I say, call yourself 
to account for what is past, 
cancel all the leagues you have 
raade without the warrant of a 


religious conscience, make areso- 
lute covenant with your God, to 
serve him with all your natural 
and spiritual, inward and out- 
ward giits and abilities, and then, 
he that is faithful (and cannot lie) 
hath promised to honor them 
that honor him; he will give 
you that inward peace of soul, 
and true joy of heart, which till 
you have, you shall never rest, 
and which. when you have, you 
shall never be shaken, and which 
you can never attain to any other 
way than this that I have showed 
you. 

I know your Lordship may 
say to yourseli and object to me, 
this is but a vapor of melan- 
choly, and the style of a prisoner 
and that I was far enough from 
it, when I lived in the world, as 
you do now, and may be so again, 
when my fetters be taken from 
me, | answer, though your Lord- 
ship should think so, yet cannot 
I distrust the goodness of my 
God, that his mercy will fail me, 
or his grace forsake me; | have 
so deeply engaged myself, that I 
should be one of ‘he most misera- 
ble apostates that ever was: I 


‘have so avowed my profession, 


and callec so many from time to 
lime, to witness it, and to be 
watchmen over me, that I should 
be the hollowest hypocrite that 
ever was born: but though I 
should perish in my own sin, 
and draw upon myself my own 
damnation, should not you take 
hold of the grace and mercy in 
God, which is offered unto you, 
and make your profit of my fear- 
ful and wretched example? I 
was longera slave and servant to 
the world, and the corruptions of 
it, than you have been, and there- 
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Some of the Last words of the Earl of Kinnoul. 9 


Sore could hardly be drawn from 
it. LThad many calls, and an- 
swered some of them slowly, 
thinking a soft pace fast enough 
to come to Christ, and myself for- 
ward enough, when I saw the end 
of my journey, though I arrived 
not atit; and therefore I have 
been, by God’s providence vio- 
lently pulled, hauled, and drag- 
eed to the marriage feast, as the 
world hath seen. It was just 
with God to afflict me in this 
world, that he might give me joy 
in another. I had too much 
knowledge when I performed 
too little obedience, and was 
therefore to be beaten with dou- 
ble stripes: Gud grant your 
Lordship may feel the comfort I 
now enjoy in my unfeigned con- 
version, but that you may never 
feel the torments I have suffered 
for my too long delaying it. I 
had none but divines to call upon 
me, to whom I said, if my ambi- 
tion could have entered into their 
narrow hearts, they would not 
have been so humble; orif my 
delights had been tasted by them, 
they could not have been so pre- 
cise: but your Lordship hath 
one to call upon you, that knows 
What it is you now enjoy, and 
what the greatest fruit and end is 
ef alithe contentmenis that this 
world can afford. Think there- 
fore, dear lLarl, that I have 
staked and buoyed all the ways of 
pleasure to you, and left them as 
sea marks for you to keep the 
channel of religious virtue ; for 
shut your eyes Dever so long, they 
must be open at fast; and then 
you must say With me, there zs no 
freace to the wicked. 

I will make a covenant with 
My soul, not to suffer my eyes to 


B 


sleep in the night, nor my 
thoughts to attend the first busi- 
ness of the day, till I have prayed 
to my God, that your Lordship 
may believe and make profit of 
this plain but faithful admoni- 
tion; and then I know your 
country and friends shall be hap- 
py in you, and yourself success- 
ful in all youtakein hand; which 
shall be an unspeakable comfort 
to 
Your Lorship’s cousin, 
and true friend, 

whom no worldly cause 

can divide from you, 

ESSEX.” 


[From the dnnual Register for 
1758.] 


Tue preceding letter ex- 
hibits a striking example of gen- 
uine friendship) An‘ illustrious 
nobleman, sipxing under the dis- 
pleasure of his Sovereign, whose 
fSeneral and favorite he had been, 
finds that consolation in rejigion, 
which he had in vain sought for 
in the pleasures of the court, and 
endeavors by the most rauonal 
arguments to persuade his friend 
to come and share in the same 
divine consolations. It is de- 
voutly to be desired, that those 
sons of pleasure and of ambition, 
who wiil not hearken to the hume- 
ble ministers of the gospel, 
would listen to this noble Karl 
and learn wisdom from such a 
preacher. 


“Tie late Thomas, Earl 
of Kinnoul, a short time before 
his death, in a long and serious 
conversation with the Kev. Dr. 
Kemp of Edinburgh, thus ex- 
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pressed himself :—‘ I have al- 
ways considered the atonement, 
said he, to be characteristical of 
the gospel, as a system of relig- 
ion: strip it of that doctrine, 
and you reduce it to a scheme of 
morality, excellent indeec, and 
such as the world never saw: 
but to man, in the present state 
of his faculiies, absolutely im- 
practicable. The atonement of 
Christ, and the truths imme- 
diately connected with that fun- 
damental principle, provide a 
remedy for all the wants and 
weaknesses of our nature. They, 
who strive to remove those pre- 
cious doctrines from the word of 
God, do an irreparable injury to 
the grand and beautiful system 
of religion, which it contains, as 
well as to the comforts and 
hopes of man. Jor my own part, 
I am now an old man, and have 
experienced the infirmities of 
advanced years, Of late, in the 
course of severe and dangerous 
illness, I have been repeatedly 
brought to the gates of death. 
My time in this world cannot 
now be long; but with truth I 
can declare, that in the midst of 
all my past afflictions, my heart 
was supported and comforted by 
a firm reliance upon the merits 
and atonement of my Saviour, 
and now, in the prospect of en- 
tering upon an eternal world, 
this is the only foundation of 
my contidence and hope.” 
Evan, Mag. 


Extract froma Pastora! address 
delivered by the Rev, Basil 
Woedd. 

*“ Mopesty in dress ought 
also to be regarded: there isa 


éxtract from the Address ef Mr. Woadd. 





medium, an observable differ- 
ence between an affected singu- 
larity and fashionable conformi- 
ty. It ts also true, that different 
situations in life authorize a dif- 
ferent stile of apparel ; but in ev- 
ery rank the Christian rule is, 
“© Let your moderation be known 
unto allmen. The best general 
direction, as to dress. is probably 
this, Dress so as not ta be observ- 
ed, whether you dress or not, 
This concisé and excellent rule 
will preserve modesty and pro- 
priety in dress, and will prevent 
that vanity and ridiculous atten- 
tien to ornament and fashion, 
which the love of dress and the 
pride of the human heart occa- 
sion, 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN MONITOR, 


Gop is perfect in his character, 
his law, institutions, and govern- 
ment. The duties which he re- 
quires of men, constitute a com- 
plete system. This systemisa 
perfect whole, which contains 
several distinct, yet closely con- 
nected parts. True religion 
comprists correct speculative 
views, right feelings and consist- 
ent practice. ‘These are the con- 
stituent parts of religion. The 
attempt to separate them has 
given rise to many prevailing 
and destructive errors. By some, 
the knowledge and belief of doc- 
trinal ficints are deemed the most, 
if not the only, essential thing in 
religion. «Others as absurdly 
imagine, that nothing is of any 
considerable importance in re- 
ligion, except feeling. A differ- 
ent class, equally unauthorized 
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Introduction to Essays 


by scripture and reason, suppose. 
that the only indispensible part 
is fractice. Influenced by these 
erroneous opinions, many en- 
deavor to disunite what God has 
indissolubly joined, and, in con- 
sequence of it, will, no doubt, be 
ruined forever. Men are sol- 
emnly and imperiously bound 
to receive the whole scripture 
systern of doctrine, experience, 
and practice. By the faculty of 
understanding, they are enabled 
to perceive the difference be- 
tween truth and error, right and 
wrong; by their hearts they are 
rendered capable of feeling, and 
by their wills of acting. These 
faculties they are required to ex- 
ercise, in knowing, ioving and 
serving God, ‘Their obligation 
results from the nature of these 
faculties, the nature of the divine 
perfections, and the relations, 
which they sustain to their Crea- 
tor. From this obligation, dis- 
regard it, as they may, they can- 
not be freed. While they con- 
tinue to possess these faculties 
and God remains the same, it 
willbe their indispensible duty 
to love him with all their 
heart and with all their strength 
and with alltheir mind. 

That men,in general, are de- 
plorably ignorant as well of the 
practical, as of the doctrinal and 
experimental parts of religion, 
is too evident to be denied. 
They are far more deficient in 
their sense of obligation, than in 
their knowledge. This appears 
from the awfu) manner,in which 
they trifie with their Maker. 
They profess to acknowledge 
him to be the only true God, 
But only observe, how they treat 
his psecepts, Do they conduct, 


Lv 


on Practical Religion. il 


as though they felt themselves sa- 
credlv bound to keep all his com- 
mendments? Alas! how obvi- 
ously it appears, that they are 
influenced far more by the sen- 
timents and customs of those, 
with whom they reside, than 
they are by the authority of the 
great Jehovah. How differently 
they treat the third and fourth 
commandments from what they 
do the sixth and eighth? But 
why should this difference be 
made? Where do they find 
their authority for doing it? 
Judging from their conduct, who 
would believe, that they profess- 
ed to receive them all as the 
commands of God? Yet who 
professes to do otherwise ? 
Nothing appears in either of the 
commands in the decalogue of a 


local or temporary nature. They, 


are adapted to eVery place and 
to every period oftime, They 
are equally and perpetually bind- 
ing. They can be abrogated by 
no authority, inferior to that, 
which gave them. But where 
do men find themselves invested 
with the authority wantonly to 
trample upon half the laws of 
their Creator? The same di- 
vine authority, which forbids 
them to take the property and 
the lives of others, equally for- 
bids them to profane the zame 
and the day of Gop. Yet whe 
is shocked, in the same manner, 
at violations of the third and 
fourth commands, as he would 
be, at violations of the sixth 
and eighth? Why are not 
men as Vigilant in their endeav- 
ors to prevent profanity and 
Sabbath breaking, astheft and 
murder? Not because the for- 
mer are not as really sinful, as 
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12 Nothing lost by Suffrorting the Gospel. 


the latter : nor because they are 
less prejudicial to their immor- 
tal interest. Their immediate 
effects upon society are some- 
what different, but their ultimate 
effects are about thesame. Pro- 
fane swearers and Sabbath break- 
ers are making rapid advances 
towards theft and murder. All, 
who live in the habitual violation 
of any of the commands of God, 
are in the way to endless misery. 
It is not for us to determine, tor 
whom it will be most tolerable. 
The general neglect and even 
ignorance of the practical duties 
of religion, and especially of the 
relative duties, has arrested the 
attention of the writer. While 
perusing the seasonable and in- 
teresting Essays of his estimable 
friend Verax upon ¢truth and er- 
ror, which have been published 
in the Christian Monitor, it oc- 
curred to him, considering the 
intimate cornection between 
faith and practice, that a series 
of Essays upon same of the 
more important /ractical points 
might be no less  seasonabhle. 
This piece may therefore be con- 
sidered as a kind of introduction 
to such a series. T. 


NOTHING LOST BY SUPPORTING 
THE GOSPEL. 

Tue following observations, 
equally just and striking, are tak- 
en from a sermon delivered at 
the installation of Rev. John 
Keyes, by Lyman Beecher pastor 
of a church in Litchfield, (Conn,) 
They well deserve an attentive 
perusal, especially from those, 
who complain of the burden of 
parochial taxes, or who are un- 


willing to take it upon them. 

“It isa sad mistake, too often 
countenanced by ministers them- 
selves, that small congregations 
are unable to support the Gospel; 
when the fact is, that no congre- 
gation is able to do without the 
Gospel ; for the tax of desolation 
is four times as expensive, as the 
tax which is requisite to support 
the institutions of religion. This 
is no fiction, Goto those socie- 
ties, which have judged them- 
selves unable to support the Gos- 
pel ; go to parents, and demand 
the items, squandered by their 
prodigal children, besides break~ 
ing their hearts by undutilul con- 
duct. Goto the tavern on the Sab- 
bath-day, and on week days ; at- 
tend the arbitrations, the courts, 
the trainings, the horse-racings, 
and the midnight revels ; witness 
the decayed houses, fences, and 
village, the falling school-house, 
and tattered children of barbar- 
ous manners, and then decide 
whether you will exile the Gos- 
pel, as too expensive to be sup- 
ported. If you are too poor to 
support the Gospel, you are, de- 
monstrably, too poor to do with- 
outit. Ifthe one would severely 
press you, the other would grind 
you to powder. <A few families 
may fatten in waste places, but it 
wiil be upon the vices of the rest. 
The greater portion will be poor, 
and ignorant, and vicious. Do 
you demand how a poor people 
can support the Gospel? Let 
them first appreciate the privi- 
lege according toits importance, 
and then iet the father, and the 
mother, and the son, and the 
daughter, and the servant, lay 
weekly, a light tax upon their 
pride, and another upon appetite 
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Nothing lost by Supporting the Gospel. iS 


needlessly gratified, and add to 
these savings another item, ac- 
quired by some special effort for 
the purpose: and another, as 
God shall have prospered their 
lawful industry, and the result of 
the whole would be an abundant 
supply, Any ten families, of or- 
dinary property, could better af- 
ford to support the Gospel, than 
to do without it. When societies 
calculate what they can afford to 
eive for the support of the Gos- 
pel, they goupon the supposition 
that what they give is so much 
subtracted annually, from. the 
whole amount of their income ; 
a supposition which is utterly er- 
ronvous ; for in fact, as it re- 
spects, the diminution of proper- 
ty. they give nothing. The 
Gospel is not a debtor to those 
who support it, but they are deb- 
tors to the Gospel. It does not 
subtract from the property of a 
society, but adds to it, more than 
ittakesaway. Itis God himself 
who hath said, “ honor the Lord 
with thy substance, and with the 
first fruits of all thy increase. 
So shall thy barns be filled with 
plenty, and thy presses shall burst 
Out with new wine.” 

These remarks exhibit in avery 
clear and convincing manner, 
some of the temporal advantages 
of religious institutions. Those 
advantages are much greater 
than is usually supposed. Every 
one, but moderately acquaint- 
ed with history, must acknowl- 
edge on reflection, that christian- 
ity, so far as it has prevailed 
has essentially improved the 
state of mankind. Inspiring 
just and elevated sentiments 
on the great subjects of religion, 


it has expanded the mental pow- 
ers, and prepared the way for 
more enlarged and correct views 
of all other subjects. It has 
softened the passions, it has im- 
posed powerful restraints upon 
the vices of men. For it has 
strengthened that sense of right 
and wrong, and those fears of the 
divine displeasure, which, not- 
withstanding human corruption 
and folly, do influence, in a great- 
er er less degree, the conduct of 
men, and thus has checked the 
torrent of iniquity ana madness, 
which flowing from their paelluted 
hearts, would otherwise desolate 
the earth. The benign influence 
of the Gospel may be traced in 
the constitutions of States, in the 
spirit of their laws, and in the 
mode of their administration. It 
may be observed in the formation 
of charitable societies and insti- 
tutions, for the removal of want 
and disease, for the general dif- 
fusion of knowledge, and for the 
promotion, in various ways, of 
human virtue and happiness, 
which abound in Christian coun- 
tries, but have been unknown in 
the heathen world Without 
hesitation may it be asserted, that 
the Gospel of Christ has done 
more toimprove the state of crvil 
society. than all other causes 
united) Now its influence has 
been exerted chiefly through the 
medium of public religious in- 
struction by means of the faithful 
exertions of christian teachers. 
Had it not been for the light and 
influence of christianity, thus 
communicated, the ignorance ana 
folly, the tyranny and barbarism, 
the ferocity and licentiousness, 
of former times, of Pagan na- 
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14 Benefit of Bible Associations, 


tions would at this time have been 


universal. And were the labors 


of ministers, were the instruc- 


tions of the sanctuary to be dis- 
continued, nations, now enjoying 
the benefits conferred upon them 
by the Gospel, would rapidly re- 
turn to a state of barbarism. 

The difference between those 
parts of our country, where the 
institutions of the Gospel are 
regularly maintained, and those 
4‘ waste places,” where a famine 
prevails of hearing the word of 
the Lord, and the people are like 
sheep without a shepherd, is very 
great. Every friend to social 
order, and tranquillity, every one 
who desires the prevalence of 
sober, frugal and industrious hab- 
its, would think the state of 
society in the former, far prefer- 
able to that in the latter. How 
much, therefore, is it to be la- 
mented, that in any of our towns, 
people should be so blind to their 
own interest, as to be unwilling 
to make those exertions and sacri- 
fices, which are requisite for the 
support of the Gospel? They do 
not make good calculations for 
this world. They lose more than 
they gain, in the present life. If 
their worldly interest were pro- 
moted, their souls, ‘* whose worth 
will weigh down worlds,” must 
suffer loss, from the rejection of 
those means, which God hath ap- 

ointed, for the instruction and 
salvation of men. 

“On the assertion, that any 
ten families may support the 
Gospel,” says the Panoplist re- 
viewer of Mr. Beecher’s sermon, 
$¢we are disposed to make the 
following calculation, A tenth 

rt of the expense of each, would 
evidently support the family of a 


Minister as well, as the average 
of the whole ten are supported, 
Now which parent among them, 
when he receives an addition to 
his family, is not willing, rather 
than cast off the child to perisk, 
to add one tenth, yes, or one half, 
to his previous bill of expenses ? 
Why should he notthen cheer- 
fully add a tenth to his items of 
expense, rather than cast off its 
soul to perish? He willingly la- 
bors to give his children food and 
raiment; why should he not, 
to give them that bread, which 
nourisheth unto eternal life; to 
lead them to those fountains, that 
flow with ever living waters ; to 
array them in those robes of 
righteousness, that will hide the 
shame of their nakedness for- 
ever ?” 


FROM THE MISSIONARY REGISTER, VOL. FY. 


Benefit of Bible Associations. 


A Collector in one of the 
Associations noticed a family 
whose habits of life led him to 
suppose that they were destitute 
of the Scriptures, and indifferent 
about obtaining them. Anxious 
for their highest welfare, he de- 
termined, if possible, to intro- 
duce the Bible among them. 
Being in the habit of taking one 
of the children of this forlorn fam- 
ily tochurch with him, he asked 
her, one Sunday morning, if she 
did not wish she had a Bible, and 
whether her mother might not 
be prevailed on to let her sub- 
scribe for one? The little girl 
eagerly caught at the proposal ; 
and, on her return’ home, 
Was so importunate with het 








mother, that she obtained her 
consent. But her father wasa 
despiser of the Scriptures! and 
when he heard of the permission 
given by the mother to his child, 
he sternly ordered the subscrip- 
tion to be discontinued; and 
threatened, that if a Bible came 
into his house, he would instant- 
ly put it into the fire ! The child 
was still importunate; and beg- 
ged the Word of Life with such 
earnestness at her mother’s hands 
that she ventured to allow her to 
continue her weekly subscrip- 
tion without the knowledge of 
her husband. but the fact again 
reached his ears; and fully sat- 
isfied that, in spite of all his re- 
monstrances, the Bible would 
come into the house, he was drawn 
to these reflections with him- 
self :—‘* Why, I see my child 
will have the Bible! And I do 
not know that the Bible will do 
usany harm. Why should I op- 
pose its coming into my house? 
I have never readit. It may do 
me, it may do us all good!” 
He sent for the Colleetor, in- 
quired how much was wanting 
of the price of the Bible, told him 
he would pay the residue him- 
self at six pence per week; and 
when the amount was paid, and 
the Collector took him the bless- 
ed book, he received it with tears 
of joy ! 


BOR THE CHRISTIAN MONITOR. 


“ The child Jesus.’’ 


In the last thirteen verses of 
the 2d chapter of Luke, some in- 
teresting particulars are given 
us, relating to the ehildhood of 


2. 4 
The Child’ Jesus. 1s 


our blessed Saviour. They are 
recorded for our instruction. 
They hold up before the young 
the example which Jesus, hath 
left them, that they should fol- 
low his steps. They suggest 
important admonitions to par- 
ents ; to all persons. 

We are first informed, in gen- 
eral terms, that.the child grew, 
and waxed strong in spirit, and 
the grace of God, or as some 
would render it, * a divine grace- 
fulness” was upon him, We 
have, next an account of his go- 
ing to Jerusalem with his par- 
ents, and there discovering his 
uncommon wisdom and piety, 
when but twelve years old. At 
that age it was usual for chil- 
dren to go to the holy city to at- 
tend the celebration of the pass- 
over.—After having tarried the 
time, appointed for .the continu- 
ance of the festival, Joseph and 
Mary set out upon their return, 
leaving the child behind them in 
Jerusalem. They supposed, that 
he was with some of their rela- 
tives, or neighbors, who travelled 
in-company with them, and did 
not notice his absence, till after 
the first days journey; when 
having in vain sought him “a- 
mong their kinsfolk and ac- 
quaintance,” on the road “ they 
turned back again to Jerusa- 
lem,” where they found him in 
some apartment of the temple, 
“sitting in the midst of the doc- 
tors,” or teachers of the law, 
“both hearing and asking them 
questions. And all, that heard 
him, were astonished at his un- 
derstanding, and his answers,’—. 
What an interesting scene! 
Behold the lovely youth, in whose 
countenance and behavior the di- 
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vine beauty of genuine piety and 
virtue shines forth with uncloud- 
ed lustre, sitting amidst the 
learned doctors of the temple, as- 
tonishing and delighting all that 
heard him, by the seriousness 
and importance of his inquiries, 
by the wisdom and propriety of 
his answers. What exalted 
anticipations do you not form of 
his future excellence and useful- 
ness? With what admiration 
you behold him, while even now 
in the davs of his childhood, he 
is manifesting * his glory, the 
glory as of the only begotten of 
the Father, full of grace and 
truth "—* And when they saw 
him, they were amazed ; and his 
mother” gently rebuking him for 
what she erroneously considered 
improper, * said unto him, Son, 
why hast thou thus dealt with 
us! Behold thy father and I 
have sought thee sorrowing ” 
His reply was, “ how is it, that 
ye sought me? Wist ye not 
that I must be about my Father’s 
business?” Did they not know, 
that he must be engaged in those 
things that related to the worship 
and service of his Heavenly Fath- 
er; and to that great and import- 
ant work, which he had come 
into the world to accemplish ?— 
At that time they did not under- 
stand his meaning ; ** but Mary 
kept all these sayings in her 
heart.”—After this he returned 
with them to Nazareth, “ and 
was subject unto them ;” cheer- 
fully submitting to the obscurity 
and indigence of their situation, 
and probably laboring in the oc- 
cupation Of his reputed father, 
« And he increased in wisdom 
andin stature, and in fayor with 
God and with men,” 





The Chiid Jesus. 


From this precious portion of 
sacred history we derive the fol- 
lowing reflections. 

1 Let those, who have arrived 
at years of maturity, be humbled 
in view of the contrast, which 
the early part of their lives ex- 
hibited, to the childhood and 
youth of the holy Jesus Alas! 
may not the most of us exclaim 
how unlike were we in our earli- 
er days to the Divine Redeemer. 
His mind even in childhood, was 
directed to serious and important 
subjects ; but with trifling and 
sinful thoughts our minds were 
occupied. He sought to please 
and honor God; unmindful 
of him, we sought our own 
gratification. He was eager in 
quest of divine knowledge ; we 
were prone to consider attention 
to things serious unpleasant, and 
we said, *“ what a weariness it 
is.”’ He found delight in the 
worship and service of his Heav- 
enly Father. We sought en- 
joyment in following the desires 
and devices of our evil hearts, 
As he grew in stature, and his 
powers were unfolded, he grew 
in wisdom and in holiness; but 
we in vanity and sin; and in 
many of us the follies of child- 
hood were succeeded by the vices 
of youth. Should not the com- 
parison lead usto the deepest hu- 
miliation and_ selfabasement ? . 
Should we aot mourn, that the 
morning of life was spent in friv- 
olity and amusement, or at best 
in the acquisition of human 
knowledge, while God and eter- 
nity were but little thought of ; 
and that, which we ought to have 
regarded as the great object of 
life, was neglected and forgot- 
ten: 
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And is it not “ high time to 
awake out of sleep?” The recol- 
lection of past negligence should 
stimulate to future exertion. It 
is indeed true, that God needs 
not any services, that we can ren- 
der him. If we be not engaged 
about our Father’s business, He 
can defendand maintain his cause 
without our aid. If we be sloth- 
ful and unprofitable, He remains 
unchangeably blessed. On the 
ether hand by doing our utmost, 
we could confer no favor upon 
God, or be profitable to him, as a 
man that is wise may “ be pro- 
fitable to himself.” Stillit may, 
with propriety be said that we 
have “business” or * work” to 
do for God. We may from desire 
and choice be actively employed 
in accomplishing his wise and 
benevolent designs. We may ex- 
press respect for his authority 
and gratitude for his benefits by 
obeying his commands, and by 
our exertions to promote his 
declarative glory. ‘There can be 
no plainer obligation, than that 
which binds us to employ our 
faculties, our time, our all, ac- 
cording to his will, from whom 
we have received all. We have 
no right to be our own masters, 
orto make our Own interest or 
gratification the end of our ac- 
tions. The will of God should 
be our rule; the glory of God 
our end. ‘ I beseech you, there- 
fore, by the mercies of God,” 
and in view of the example of 
Christ, “ that ye present your- 
selves a living sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable to God, which is your 
most reasonable service.” Say 
with Joshua, ** As for me and my 
house, we will serve the Lord.” 

Say with Jesus, (O that we may 
C 
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say it with sincerity,) ‘* I delight 
to do thy will, O God, yeathy 
law is within my heart ” 

2. Let parents use every effort 
within their power, that thcir 
children may resemble Jesus. 
Were your offspring free from 
pollution, like him, who was 
holy, harmless, undefiled, of 
themselves disposed to seck after 
and to serve God, your exertions 
might seem unnecessary. In 
that case, though you should ne- 
glect them, they would obtain 
wisdom, they would practice vir. 
tue, they weuld be in favor with 
God and with men. But they 
are not pure and innocent. Nor 
are they of themselves inclined 
to seek alter, and to serve God. 
There is therefore much for you 
to do, that by divine aid you may 
subdue their irregular propensi- 
ties, direct’ their” attention to 
those things which are excellent 
and useful, and implantin their 
tender minds, those dispositions, 
which, being cultured and 
strengthened, will prepare them 
tobe saints in light. May you 
not, especially, do much to direct 
that eager curiosity, which they 
instinctively possess, to subjects 
of primary importance; to the 
Holy Scriptures, and to those 
sublime and affecting truths 
which they reveal? May you 
not encourage them io propose 
to yourselves and to others, capa- 
ble of instructing them, such 
inquiries as may arise in their 
minds, concerning God and 
Christ, their own duty and future 
condition? May you not en- 
grave upon their susceptible 
minds, that love and respect for 
the minister, which will give 
double weight to his exhorta- 
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tions, and may you not influence 
and encourage them punctually 
and uniformly to attend his pub- 
lic and private instructions? 
Christian parents, we beseech 
you to strive for the salvation of 
your children. Oshake off sloth 
and despondency, and be willing, 
so far as it is necessary, to spend 
and to be spent for them. Speak 
to them of those things which 
pertain to their duty and to their 
salvation, “ when thou sittest 
in the house, and when thou walk- 
est by the way; when thou liest 
down, and when thou risest up.” 
‘In the morning sow thy seed, 
and in the evening withhold not 
thine hand; for thou knowest 
not whether shall prosper, either 
this, or that, or whether they 
both shall be alike good.” 
“ While you are waiting for 
their understandings to gain 
strength, the young immortals 
are already under the tuition of 
innumerable instructors. Pas- 
sion has been exciting, and idle- 
ness relaxing them, appetite 
tempting, and pleasure reward- 
ing them; and example has long 
since entered them in her motley 
school. Wait then no longer 
ere your instructions commence, 
While you are either sleeping 
or waiting for greater maturity, 
thistles are sown in secret, and 
tares are springing up in the 
night.” 

“ But you lack the requisite 
wisdem.” Ask it then of God, 
who giveth to all men liberally 
and upbraideth not. Still do you 
say that you are deficient in ca- 
pacity? Use what you have, 
and it will be increased. “ But 
you cannot change their hearts.” 
No more could Paul the hearts 


of those, to whom he preached. 
You can use the means, and God 
is able to give success. There is 
reason to believe, that he will 
give success, ‘ Train up achild 
in the way he should go, and 
when he is old he will not de- 
part from it.” 

O think, how great must be 
the happiness of that parent, 
who bcholdeth his children, 
walking in the truth, resembling 
Jesus, who, at so early a period, 
was engaged in his Father’s 
service, and insuring, by their 
youthful piety, the constant pro- 
tection of that Almighty and 
most merciful Shepherd, who 
takes even the lambs in his arms 
and carries them in his bosom. 
Would it not be an ample re- 
ward fer all your anxiety, 
prayers, and instructions ? 

3. Let the young contemplate 
the Saviour’s example- Chil- 
dren and youth, who may read 
these lines, look unto Jesus. Be- 
hold him from his infancy belov- 
ed of God, and engaged with al} 
his heart in the pursuit of wis- 
dom, and in the practice of vir- 
tue. Though in so exalted a 
sense, the son of the Highest, he 
is subject ‘to earthly parents. 
Though heir of all things, he does 
not waste his days in idleness or 
in repining, but contentedly sub- 
mits to the labor, and the obscu- 
rity of a mean condition. Behold 
him in the temple of God. See 
how he delights in the ordinances 
of his worship. With what ea- 
gerness he seeks instruction ; 
with what modesty and propriety 
he answers the inquiries proposed 
to him. As his years increase, see 
him increasing in wisdom, and 
in favor with God and with men. 
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O be like him, and you will be 
what your parents wish, what 
God approves, and what will se- 
eure your own eternal happiness. 

Imitate him in filial obedience, 
in contentment with the situa- 
tion in which Providence has 
placed you, in cheerful, perse- 
vering industry. Imitate him, 
especially, in his piety, in his so- 
licitude to obtain heavenly wis- 
dom. Love the house of God. 
Love the word of God. Atten- 
tively listen to the pious admoni- 
tions of your parents, rernember 
them, and be what they would 
have you. Gratefully receive 
from ministers the exhortations, 
which they may give you, and, as 
opportunity offers, propose to 
them your inquiries respecting 
those important truths, which 
concern your saivation, and in 
which it is their duty and their 
pleasure to instruct you. 

Above all, give God your 
hearts; love, fear, and serve him ; 
“ glorify him with your bocies 
and your spirits which are his.” 
It was the piety of Jesus, that 
formed the loveliest feature in 
his character. ‘“ Wist ye not” 
said he, when only twelve years 
old, “ that I must be about my 
Father’s business.” Even then 
it was his meat to do the will 
of God.” 

There is something singularly 
beautiful and becoming in early 
piety ; there is something pecu- 
liarly distressing in early irrelig- 
ion and vice. To behold one at 
that period of life, in which the 
mind is most susceptible of 
impressions, and most eager 
for whatever bears the name of 
enjoyment, insensible of religious 
obligation and averse from those 





contemplations and duties, in 
which alone true happiness can 
be found, may well affect and sad- 
den the heart. 

The day is approaching, when 
you will stand before the Judge 
of quick and dead, and the ir- 
reversible sentence will be past. 
Does it become those ** who look 
for such things,” whatever be 
their age or condition, to live for 
this world only? Does unthinking 
gaiety become them? Were the 
husbandman to trifie away the 
Spring, where would be his har- 
vest? If the time of our proba- 
tion pass away unimproved, what 
will become of our souls? Is it 
then your choice to resemble the 
insects of a Summer’s day, flut- 
tering merrily in the sun-beams, 
without reflection on the past, or 
anxiety concerning the future? 
They were not made to live for- 
ever. They will not be required 
to give account, 

*“ Remember now thy Creator .. 
in the days of thy youth, and 
serve him with a perfect heart, 
and a willing mind. If thou seek 
him he will be found of thee ; 
but if thou forsake him, he will 
cast thee eff forever.” A. B. 


To the invisible avtHor of Nature.—Se- 
lected. 


“Tay hand unseen sustains the poles, 
On which this vast Creation rolls, 
The Starry Arch proclaims thy power, 
Thy pencil glows in every flower; 
In thousand shapes and colours rise, 
Thy painted wonders to our eyes: 
While beasts and birds, with laboring 

throats, 

Teach us a Gon in thousand notes ; 
Where sense can reach, or fancy rove, 
From hill to hill, from field to grove, 
Across the waves, around the sky, 
There’s not a spot, or deep or high, 
Where the Creator has not trod, 

And left the footsteps ofa Gon.” 


o. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


in the last number we commenced an 
abstract of the very interesting Re- 
port, exhibited at the last annual 
meeting of this Society. In the pres- 
ent number we intend to complete it. 


GERMANY. 

A Bible Society has been formed 
at Lubeck with the sanction of the Bur- 
gomaster, and first members of the gov- 
ernment. It has been assisted by a dona- 
tion of 1007. Tothe Hamburg Altona 
Society, recently established, the com- 
mittee have granted 300/. At Bremen, 
a Society has also been recently estab- 
lished, to which a donation of 1007 has 
been presented. A Bible Society has 
been instituted at Dantzick, his Excel- 
lency J. W. de Weikman, Privy Coun- 
sellor to his Prussian Majesty, Presi- 
dent, a donation of 2001. has been made 
to it, besides 501. for the gratuitous dis- 
tribution of Bibles among the inhabi- 
tants of that city, who had most severe- 
jy suffered from its bombardment. To 
a Bible Society, recently tormed at Er- 
furt, for the province of Thuringia,3002. 
have been granted in aid of its funds. 
A Branch Bible Society has been form- 
ed by the United Brethren ( Moravians) 
for Herrnhut, Niesky,and Kleinwelke in 
connexion with the Saxon Bible So- 
ciety. 

SWITZERLAND. 

The Bible Society at St. Gall men- 
tions, that the Canton of St Gall con- 
tains upwards of 100 Catholic parishes, 
in which the reading of the scriptures 
was formerly prohibited, but 80 or 90 of 
the parishes had received permission to 
peruse them, and that the acquaintance 
of the Catholics with the Scriptures be- 
comes more and more general 

The Bible Society at Basle has print- 
ed and circulated the Italian and Ro- 
manese New-Testament. It has also 
completed an edition of 10,000 copies 
of a German Bible on small type. Its 
Bibles and Testaments are circulatin 
not only in Switzerland, but also in 
several parts of Germany and France, 
both among Protestants and Roman 
fatholics. Buble Societies bave been 


instituted at Lausanne, und at Geneva, 
to both of which the Committee have 
voted 2002. 


FRANCE. 

The Committee have endeavored to 
promote the circulation of the Holy 
Scriptures in that country by a donation 
ot 5001. to the Consistories in Paris for 
French stereotype Testaments, for the 
use of Protestants; and have also sub- 
scribed 250/. to a stereotype edition of 
M. de Sacy’s version of the New-Testa- 
ment for the use of the Catholics in 
France. 


TURKEY. 

The Committee having received infor- 
mation of a Turkish Translation of the 
whole Bible in manuscript, whieh had 
been deposited for a century and a half 
in the archives of the University of 
Leyden, have happily obtained posses- 
sion of it, through the kindness of Mr. 
Professof Kemper. The translation is 
pronouaced accurate, and the style ex- 
cellent. It will be printed at Berlin. 

An official declaration has appeared 
from the Ecumenical Patriarch of the 
Greek Church, in favor of the accuracy 
of the modern Greek Testament, print- 
ed by this Society and authorizing the 
free sale and perusal of it. 


AMERICA. 

From the continent of Europe, your 
committee will next proceed to Ameri- 
ca, and it is with the highest satisfac- 
tion they report the rapid mcrease of 
Bible Societies within the United 
States, as a most agreeable and convinc- 
ing proof, that the zeal for the circula- 
thon of the Holy Scriptures is no less 
active and ardent in the Western Hem- 
isphere, than in the old Continent. 

[According to the latest accounts 
that have been published, there are at 
present 110 Bible Societies in the Unit- 
ed States—viz. 2 in New-Hampshire, 
9 im Massachusetts, 2im Rhode-Island, 
2 in Connecticut, 10 an Vermont, 25 in 
New-York, 5 im New-Jersey, 13 in 
Pennsylvania, 1 in Delaware, 5 in Ma- 
ryland, 1 in the District of Columbia, 
14 in Virginia, 1 in North Carolina, 2 in 





South Carolina, 1 in Georgia, 6 in Ohio, 
1 in Kentucky, 2 in Tennessee,1 in 
Louisiana, 1 m Missisippi Territory, 
4 in Indiana Territory, 1 in Missouri 
‘Territory, and 1 in Llinois Territory. 

A meeting of delegates from the dif- 
ferent Societies will be holden at the 
city of New-York, in May next, for the 
purpose of consulting respecting the 
formation of a National Bible Society.] 

To aid the operations of the B.ble 
Societies in America, your Committee 
have since the last annual meeting, 
granted 200/. to the Philadelphia Bible 
Society for printing German Scriptures, 
2001. to the New-York Buble Society for 
printing French Bibles, 1002 tothe Del- 
aware Bible Society; besides donations 
in books to other Societies. Bibles and 
Testaments, English and French,to the 
amount of 1002 have been placed at the 
disposal of the Quebec Auxiliary Socie- 
ty, besides the usual return of a moiety 
of its contribution. 6001. have been re- 
ceived from the Nova Scotia Auxil: 
Society at Halifax. Branch Societies 
have been formed in the principal towns 
of that province. An Auxiliary Socie- 
ty has been formed at Antigua. 100 
Bibles and 250 Testaments have been 
sent to St. Domingo; and your com- 
mittee have availed themselves of eve- 
ry practicable opportunity for promot- 
ing the circulation of the Seriptures in 
the West-Indies. 


AFRICA. 

A considerable importation of Dutch 
and German Testaments has proved a 
very seasonable supply to converted 
Hottentots at four Missionary stations 
in South Africa. The Rev. Mr. Thom, 
from whom this intelligence was re- 
ceived, adds the encouraging informa- 
tion, that he had visited two settlements 
ef Hottentots, containing collectively 
650 inhabitants, as well as that at Beth- 
elsdorp ; that he had heard some of the 
Hottentot children and youth read very 
well; and that the whole Bible was 
much read by the Hottentots The Rev. 
C. Albrecht has begun a translation of 
the Gospel of St. Matthew into the 
Namaqua dialect, which, if his health 
permits, he hopes to complete. The 
ready acceptance of some Arabic Bibles 
at Yongroo in Western Africa by the 
Mahommedans, encourages a hope, that 
they may be more extensively circulat- 


¢d, and has produced an pplication 
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from the Rev. G. Nylander for a further 
supply. He states, that the King of 
Bullam, to whom he presented « Bible 
in Arabic, presented it to the first stran- 

rs, who visited him; and that in a 
visit, which he made to the king, he 
saw about twenty Mahomimedans, and 
an aged Mussulman teacher in the 
midst of them, reading the Bible. He 
requested, and with great thankfulness 
received, a Bible from Mr. Ny ander, 
saying, “ When I come home I shail 
read this book to all my people.” 

The Church Missionary Society have 
been furnished with Arab.c Bibles for 
distribution in Western Ajirica and In- 
dia; the schools at Sierra Leone with 
English Bibles and Testaments; a 
number have been granted to the Mis- 
sionary Committee in connexion with 
the late Rev. John Wesley for a similar 
purpose ; and various individuals have 
been intrusted with copies for distribu- 
tion in Africa. 


EAST INDIES. 

The Missionaries at Serampore have 
been concerned in translating, print- 
ing, and publishing the Scriptures in 
twenty-five Eastern dialects, of which 
twenty-one are in the press. In aid of 
their works, grants have been voted by 
your Society at different times, amount- 
ing to upwards of 13000/. 

Exclusively of the versions made 
by the Missionaries themselves, they 
have been employed in ‘printing Sebas- 
tian’s Persian translation of the four 
Gospels, and Sabat’s Arabic version of 
the Gospel of St. Matthew. The print- 
ing of the Hindostanee translation of 
the New-Testament by the late Mr. 
Martyn, in the Persian character has 
been completed. It has obtained the 
high approbation of the learned, has 
been generally understood by the na- 
tives,wherever it has been received, and 
has proved a source of instruction and 
comfort tc many. 

Two thousand copies of the Cingal- 
ese version of the New Testament have 
been printed. An edition of 2000 
Armenian Bibles is printing at Cal- 

cutta. The Armenians are scattered 
over all Asia and have churches in va- 
rious parts of India. 3000 copies of 
the Malay New Testament are to be 
printed for the benefit of the schools in 

Amboyna. 
A letter from Dr. Carey contains the 
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following information, “It is a fact, “ After this I beheld, and lo,a great 
that though we have ten presses con- multitude which no man could number, of 
stantly at work, we have not had a all nations, kindreds, people and tongues, 
copy of either the Bengalee or Hindgs- stood before the throne, and before the 
thanee New Testament the last six Lamb, clothed with white robes, and.with 
months, and are obliged to give away palms in their hands, and cried with a 
a single gospel as soon as it eaves the loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God, 
press; yet we have demands from ev- which sitteth upon the throne, and unto 
ery quarter for copies.” the Lamb.” 

An Auxiliary Bible Society has been Ina letter from the Rev. J. Patter- 
formed at Batavia, in the island of gon, to the Directors of the Britis) and 
Java, under the sanction of the Hon. Foreign Bible Society, we find the fol- 
Lieut. Gov. Raffles. lowing information. 


1000/. have been granted forafur- = «The Roman Catholic metropolitan 
ther edition of Mr. Morrison’s Chinese ;,, Russia, has published two pastoral 
New ‘Testament. letters to his flock, recommending the 

GREAT BRITAIN. reading of the Scriptures among them 

27 Auxiliary Societies have been generally, and ordering the clergy to 
formed since the annual meeting in promote the circulation of the Society’s 
1814. The lowest contribution of editions. This is an important docu- 
these new Societies was 11/. 1s: the ment. I hope it will have its effecton 
highest 8787. 3s. 8d. the Roman Catholics with you, and in 

To our friends in every part of Scot- Germany.” 
land our thanks are eminently due for — yg letter from the Rev. J. Pinker- 


contributions and exertions, augment- ton, dated St. Petersburgh, June 
ing from yearto year. In Ireland the 5, 1815, it is stated thatan Auxiliary 
Progress A owen in the ee the last Bible Society was about to be establish- 
Po, pas pede Paes “m edat Theodosia in the Crimea ; from 

Whether we look at home or which the countries, lymg upon the 
abroad, we see an ardent, active zeal chores of the Black sea, where are 
for the diffusion of that heavenly light, many professed Christians, sunk in the 
which was graciously revealed to deepest ignorance and poverty under 


guide the benighted pilgrims of the the iron rod of the Turkish dominion, 
earth to the mansions of eternal rest, may eventually be supplied. 


peace, and joy ; a zeal, which breathes 
the spirit of the heavenly hymn, when 
the angel announced the birth of the LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
Saviour of the world; “glory to God This Society was instituted in the 
in the highest, and on earth peace, Year 1795. It is composed of Pro- 
good will to men.” testant dissenters from the Church of 
“Let it be our care toimprove the England. Its first Missionaries were 
times and seasons which are given us Sent tothe Islands of the South Sea. 
for making known the ways of God But the attention of the Society has 
upon earth, and his saving health been since directed to other parts of 
among all nations; and to encourage the world. The receipts of the Socie- 
by our example and assistance that ty for the year ending March 3st, 1815, 
zeal, whicn has been so happily kind- Werte upwards of $120,000. According 
led. Above all, let us pray, that the to the last annual Report, there were 
influence of that Holy Book, which we in its employ, 2 Missionaries in China, 
circulate, may not only be felt inour 2in Java,- 1 in Amboyna, 3 in Ceylon, 
hearts, but exhibited in our lives; that 1 in the Isle of France, 12 in India, 
the members of this, and every other 8 inthe Islands of the South Sea, 29 
similar institution, may let their light in South Africa, 4 in the British domin- 
so shine before men, that their Heav- ions in North America, 3 in the West 
enly Father may be glorified; and that Indies, and 20 students in the semina- 
those who distribute, and those who ry at Gosport preparing for Missions. 
receive, the Holy Scriptures, may be | We subjoin the following extracts 
found among the number, described by from the Report, made to the Society 
the apostle in the apocalyptic vision. at their annual meeting in May, 1815. 
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*€ SOCIETY ISLANDS IN THE SOUTH SEA. 

The Missionaries there, in a letter, 
dated Eimeo, 23d of April,1814, observe 
that they are now able to change the 
language of complaint for that of glad- 
ness ; they state, that the good work of 
conversion appears to going for- 
ward; and that the number of those, 
who had renounced their idols, and de- 
sired to be considered as the worship- 
pers of Jehovah, amounted to fifty. 
They report, that these persons are in 
general regular in their attendance on 
the means of instruction; that they 
are in the habit of retirement for se- 
cret prayer; that many of them pray 
in their families, and ask a blessing 


on their food; that they carefully, 


observe the Sabbath, associate to hold 
their meetings for prayer, and that 
their moral conduct is greatly improv- 
ed. Some ofthem appear to have ex- 
perienced an inward change, evinced by 
their loving, what they once hated, 
and hating the evil ways, which once 
they loved ; they are desirous of hav- 
ing their sins pardoned, and their hearts 
renewed, and seem to be sensible of 
the need of divine influence to effect 
this. They add, that in consequence 
of this profession, their neighbors de- 
ride them, and distinguish them by the 
name of Buree Atua, or the praying peo- 
ple. In this pleasing intelligence ev- 
ery member of the Society will doubt- 
less rejoice, and give glory to God. 
Hereafter let no Missionary in any age, 
or country, however long his patience 
may be tried, despair of final success. 
The word of God shall not return unto 
him void. Some persons of conse- 
quence in Otaheite are professed con- 
verts. The gods, says one of the Mis- 
sionaries, who had visited several of 
the islands, have fallen into great disre- 
pute and the people scruple not to call 
them bad spirits, foolish spirits, while 
they acknowledge Jehovah to be the 


good spirit. 
CHINA. 


The Directors have received during 
the last year a number of printed cop- 
ies of the New Testament, translated 
by Mr. Morrison into the Chinese lan- 
guage. With inexpressible delight they 
view these fruits of his successful lIa- 
bors, and humbly anticipate from their 
dispersion the most beneficial results. 
It affords a gratification of no ordinary 
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kind, that the holy book, on which our 
eternal hopes are founded, is by their 
laborious Missionary translated into a 
language, which may be read by hun- 
dreds of millions in China, and other 
countries—perhaps by more, than one 
third of the human race. 

Besides printing 200 copies of the 
New Testament, Mr. Morrison has 
printed 10,000 copies of his Chinese 
Tract, and 5000 copies of his Chinese 
Catechism; but all these copies, how- 
ever numerous, are but few, compared 
with the population ofChina. The city 
of Canton, says Mr. Milne, would be 
but indifferently supplied with a million 
of copies. 

Mr Milne, not being permitted, 
through the intolerance of the Romish 
Clergy» to reside at Macao, determined 
to take a voyage on purpose to distri- 
bute the New Testament and Tracts. 
He left China in February, 1814, ina 
vessel, which conveyed nearly 500 
Chinese emigrants, and he had the 
pleasure of seeing many of them, 
while on board reading, in their own 
tongue, the wonderful works of God.— 
At Banca, a new settlement, where the 
Chinese were ‘landed,’ he distributed 
several books.—At Batavia he distri- 
buted several hundred copies of the 
New Testament, with some copies of 
the first chapter of Genesis, which he 
printed on his voyage. He also sup- 
plied eight Chinese schools with Cate- 
chisms and tracts, and had the pleasure 
of seeing them used as school books by 
the children. He even deposited three 
copies of the gospel in the temple of the 

dess Kwan-yun for the use of the 
priests—The Chinese of all ranks, and 
in every place, received the books glad- 
ly, and listened with patience to his 
discourses concerning the true God. 
After his departure we are informed, 
that the Chinese in Batavia were in- 
quiring after him, and expressing a 
strong desire, that he would return and 
explain the book, which he had given 
them, declaring, that they could find 
no rest in their minds day or night. 


, INDTA. 

We now beg leave to call your atten- 
tion to that interesting part of the 
world, in which more than a hundred 
millions of souls are covered with the 
shadow of death, devoted toa degrad- 
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ing system of paganism, or the blind 
bigotry of Mahometanism, a large 
proportion of wham are our fellow sub- 
jects. 

Our Missionaries in several parts of 
India are proceeding in the ar.luous 
work with steady diligence, and with 
gradual success ; all complaining how- 
ever, that while the field of harvest 
around them is so immense, the labor- 
ers are so extremely few. 

The Missionaries at Vizagapatam are 
proceeding in the important work of 
translating the Scriptures into the Tel- 
inga language, which is understood by 
many millions of the natives. The Tel- 
inga gospel (already translated) they 
distribute, wherever they have an op- 
portunity ; sometimes to persons of 
distinction, and to the Brahmins, with 
whom they freely converse, endeavoring 
toconvince them of the absurdity of 
their religious notions and practices. 
They have made frequent visits to the 
heathen temples, at the festival sea- 
sons, and exposed the folly of worship- 
ing senseless idols, which the people 
sometimes readily admit, but plead in 
excuse their ignorance, and the author- 
ity of antiquity ; many, who are appar- 
ently convinced of the truth of Chris- 
tianity, are too feeble minded to avow 
their convictions in the face of shame 
and want. There is reason, however, 
to believe, that the truth is seriously 
making its way, that the minds of the 
people are roused to serious considera- 

tion, and that many of the detestable 
practices of Hindoo pagans are retiring 
before the light of the gospel. In Ben- 
gal fewer widows, than formerly, are 
now immolated on the funeral piles of 
their husbands, and only one victim 
perished under the wheels of Jugger 
naut at the last festival—Much good 
is likely to be effected by schools, 
which the Missionaries have establish- 
ed.—Many of the Hindoo children, says 
Mr. Hands at Belhary, are coming on 
very well; they are employed daily in 
reading, copying, and committing to 
memory, parts of the gospel. 


AFRICA. 


The intelligence, received from 


South Africa, during the past year, has 
been highly encouraging. The power 
of God has remarkably accompanied 


London Missionary Sotiety; 


the preaching of the gospel in fod? 
places especially ; and the holding of a 
missionary conference with the ordina- 
tion of six active preachers are events, 
thatform a new era in the history of 
South African churehes. 

At Bethelsdorp, a great revival of re- 
ligion has taken place. There was a 
general awakening among the people ; 
and in ashort time ffiy persons were 
added to the church, among whom was 
the son of a Caffre chief, who had re- 
sided at Betheledorp several years, 
had been taught to read and write, and 
had learned the business of a carpenter. 
He had, however, till now, discovered 
no regard to serious religion, but was 
a ringleader of the young people in 
their tollies. The conversion of this 
youth made .a deep inpression on the 
minds of many, especially of his com- 
panons. Affecting scenes took place 
at some of their public meetings ; the 
greater part of the assembly being 
bathed in tears, and crying for mercy ; 
while the believing Hottentots wept 
for joy, on beholding so many of the 
heathen turned from darkness to light, 
and added to the church of Christ. 

At Griqua town, the most remote of 
all the Missionary stations, now occu- 
pied by the Society, in South Africa, a 
pleasing work of God commenced 
shortly after the visit of Mr. Campbell 
and Mr. Reed, which terminated in the 
conversion of about fifty of the Griquas, 
some of whom had been among the 
worst people of the country. 

_In Bethesda, also many have been 
pierced to the heart with a sense of sin, 
and constrained to inquire, what shall 
we do to be saved? When the last 
letter was written, about fiftv of these 
people had professed their faith in 
Christ, and had been baptized. 

At Pella in South Namaqualand there 
had been for several years no addition 
to the church, but during the last year, 
in the course of two or three months, 
about fifty were baptized and received 
into the church, among whom are their 
two interpreters and a Namaqua chief. 

When Mr. Campbell was in Africa, 
he recommended to the brethren, whose 
stations were widely separated, to hold 

a general meeting annually, at some 
central place, that they might inform 
each other, what God had wrought by 











Extract of a Letter from Mr, Read. 


them, and what difficulties they found 
in their work ; and confer on the best 
means of promoting the cause of Christ 
in Africa, 

Agreeably to this advice the Mission- 
aries held their first meeting at Graaf 
Reynet, where Mr. Kicherer resides. 
At this meeting six converted natives, 
Griquas and Hottentots, were solemnly 
designated, as assistant preachers of the 
gospel. On the next day one of them 
preached from Acts xvii. 30,31; the 
first sermon probably ever delivered by 
a Hottentot preacher in a_pulpit.” 

The conclusion of the report is as 
follows. 

“ The directors now submit this brief 
account of their proceedings to the 
Society, and will be happy to find it sat- 
isfactory to them. They hope it will 
appear, that the great and glorious 
work, in which all our hearts are en- 
gaged is proceeding in an encourag- 
ing manner. In the islands of the 
South Sea, the darkness is past and the 
true light begins to shine. In China, 
and the neighboring countries many 
are now reading “in the tongue, 
wherein they were born,” that holy 
book, which is able to make them wise 
unto salvation. In India multitudes are 
listening to the voice from heaven, and 
begin to despise their senseless idols; 
and in South Africa, a great number of 
natives have not only heard the joyful 
sound, but have found it the power or 
God to their salvation. Savages, once 
ignorant and ferocious, as the brutes 
around them, have been abo § and 
instead of being wandering plunderers, 
and cruel murderers, now live peacea- 
bly, comfortably, and usefully in Chris- 
tian Society. Schools for the christian 
instruction of the children of the hea- 
then, as well as the descendants of Eu- 
ropeans, are in many places establish- 
ed, with the most pleasing prospect of 
success. Our Missionaries in every 
quarter are calling upon us for addi- 
tional laborers ; new fields for Mission- 
ary efforts are continually pointed out 
to our view; pious and promising 
young men come . #ward, saying 
“ Here we are, send us ;” while our 
affectionate friends, throughout the 
United Kingdom, as well as in for- 
eign parts, are replenishing our funds 
with their bounty. What shail we say 
to these things ? Shall we not humbly 

D 






25 
and thankfully exclaim, the “Lord of 
Hosts is with us, the God of Jacobis 
our refuge——To am be glory in the 


Church, by Christ Jesus throughout all 
ages, world without end. Amen.” 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. Mr. 
Morrison, Missionary in Cluna. 
Tsae-a-no, (a Chinese,) desires Bap- 

tism. His written confession respect- 

ing himself is as follows : 

* Jesus making atonement for us is 
the blessed sound. Language and 
thought are both inadequate to exhaust 
the gracious and admirable goodness of 
Jesus. I now believe in Jesus, and rely 
on his merit to obtain the remission of 
sin. Ihave sins and defects, and with- 
out faith in Jesus for the remission of 
sins should be eternally miserable. I 
by no means rely on my own goodness. 
Till this my 27th year, I have done 
nothing to answer to the goodness of 
God, in giving me existence in this 
world as a human being. Shall I hope 
in my own good deeds ? I entirely call 
upon God the Father, and rely upon 
God for the remission of sin. I also 
always pray to God to confer upon me 
the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 

His knowledge of course is very lim- 
ited, and his views perhaps obscure ; but 
I hope, that his faith in Jesus is sincere. 
I took for my guide what Philip said 
to the Ethiopian Eunuch, “ If thou be- 
lievest with all thine heart thou mayest 
be baptized.” O that at the great dav 
he may prove to have been a brand 
plucked out of the burning. May God 
be glorified in his eternal salvation. 

Ata spring of water, issuing from 
the foot of a lofty hill, by the sea-side, 
away from human observation, I bap- 
tized him in the name of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit. May he be the 
first fruits of a t harvest ; one of 
millions, who shall be saved from the 
wrath to come.” Recorder. 


FROM THE RELIGIOTS MONTTOR, PUBLISH- 
ED IN EDINBURGH. 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. Read, 
Missionary at Bethelsdorpin South 27- 
rica, Oct. 10, 1814. 

“On my arrival at Bethelsdorp 
found affairs in a deplorable state 
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96 Extract fromthe Journal of Messrs, Albrecht and Ebner. 


to the Lord for support, and he has been little child, but must receive Jesus as 
so kind as to be entreated. A work is my Redeemer. Formerly I thought ¥ 
begun among us, which appears tome was good and virtuous, more than oth- 
like adream. Previous to my Boing to ers of my age; but-nowI sce, I ama 
Graaf Reynet I observed, that the word sinful creature.” 
seemed to have a more than common Feb.6, A young man made the fol. 
effect, and within the last three weeks lowing confession to brother Albrecht. 
it has increased to such a degree, that “J have heard the gospel for some years 
I am really at a loss, what to say of it. without being convinced of its truth, 
On the Sunday before last, eight were but now I feel the force of the truth in 
baptized, and yesterday seven, and to my heart, that I must ‘ie down in 
day fifteen more were examined,among dust before the Lord, asking him for 
whom were several striking instances grace. I am ashamed to lift up m 
of conversion. Yesterday a girlof about eyes to the holy and righteous God. 
fifteen was admitted a member, who Did not Christ suffer and die, I could 
had been baptized when a child, by not be saved. When I hear the horn 
brother Van der Kemp; this is the first blow to call us together to hear the 
instance of the kind in our church; the word of God, that is anew year’s feast 
promise is to you and to your children. to me; my heart is filled with joy te 
She will be the eighth female servant hear the word.” 
from under my roof, that has been Feb. 19. A woman called upon bro- 
brought to Christ, since I came to Afri- ther Ebner, who said, “I ieel the great 
ca. Yesterday at our prayer meeting, word in my heart to be true, but alas! 
such a weeping commenced, that nota {Yama wicked creature, because 1 do 
word could be heard. At the Lord’s not do what the great word says to us. 
supper there was still greater weeping, My works are bad, and I am dead in sin. 
which continued till the end. Indeed, Jn the beginning, when the word was 
it was affecting to see within eightdays preached to us, I would not believe it, 
sixteen additional communicants, and and whenever I could, I escaped from it, 
those, from grey hairs to young chil- | moved from it, I would not hear it. 
dren. We use no means to work upon But since last year I am convinced of 
the passions, but simply preaching the my sin and of the truth. But £ cannot 
gospel. Our school flourishes, there is get rid of my sin; I will help myself, 
a strict attendance without any com- but I see [cando nothing.” This poor 
pulsion.” Namaqua woman shed many tears, 
while she told these things and much 
more. She was baptized April 9th, and 
Extracts from the Journal of Messrs. her husband August 21st. 

Albrecht and Ebner, Missionaries at Feb. 20. Our Namaqua Chief and our 

Pelle, Namaqualand, South Africa, Interpreter were baptized. The Lord 

from January to August, 1814. was with us. 

Jan.1. Brother Albrecht was awak- April 10. Nine persons were baptized. 
ened out of sleep early in the morning April 15. We are told, that the two 
by the people, singing hymns near his sons of Africana, the plundering Chief, 
house, which deeply affected his mind. have writtento brother Helm to send 
“Many seem convinced of the longsuffer- them teachers and B.bies, because, sa 
ing and patience of God to them in they, “we have immortal souls, which 
continuing his word with them for the great God has created within us.” 
many years, while they had lightly June 28. We have selected seven of 
esteemed it. our male members with whom we meet 

Jan.3. A person being asked, why weekly to converse on the best means 
she wept, and went out of meeting the for promoting the kindom of Christ. 
preceding day, before worship was end- Aug.10. Brother Ebner asked a man, 
ed, replied, “It grieves me much, that what-he thought of his wife being bap- 
land others are so disobedient toour tized,and he not. He answered, “She 
teachers, who have labored so long is no more so bad, as she has been; she 

among us, and told us, we should re- is become another and a new person. 
ceive Jesus. Imustno more be like a Before she was charged, I could not 
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Letter from the Rev. Mr. Perrot. 27 


agree with hcr, and admonished her to 
listen to the word of God; butnow she 
has got before me. She says now to 
me, that I must turn to the Lord, and 
believe in him, and I shall be saved. 
She makes me ashamed. When I heard 
of her being baptized, it was just as if 
Thad nowife more, and was enturely 
separated from her with my poor chil- 
dren, but now I find, that there is no 
ether hiding place for me, but in Jesus, 
and him I must have and believe in 
Bim? i+. us ae 

Aug. 29. Engelbrecht said, “ Three 
things are very important and unuttera- 
ble to me; Christ crucified, the Lord’s 
supper, and baptism.. ©These three 
things I never coniprehended so much, 
as I do now by God’s grace.? At an- 
other time he said,***h cannot tell 
what to say about the great things God 
has done in our time to us, and to the 
people around us. ~- When & interpret, 
{ would pour out the word of God into 
the heart ofevery one, and I wish that 
all the people may understand me right. 
O we shall still see greater things.” 

Forty six persons have been added 
to the church since the beginning of 
this year. 


FROM THE RELIGIOUS MONITOR. 


FRANCE. 

Extract of a letter fromthe President of 
the Reformed Church of Nismes to the 
Rev. G. C. Smith, dated Jan. 1u, 1815. 

You have mamiested a desire of 
knowing the situation of our churches, 
and their spiritual w nts. It is not 
hali acentury, since we were brought 
from a state of slavery and oppression, 
into which the unhappy revocation of 
the edict of Nantes had precipitated 
us; but you know the blood of the 
martyrs is the seed of the church. 

During the proscription, zeal for relig- 

ion was unshaken, and the manners of 

the persecuted, were most pure; the 
calm which succeeded the storm, to- 
wards the end of the reign of Louis 

XV. spread a lukewarmness and _ indif- 

ference. Anarchy,in consequence of the 

Revolution, produced ungodliness and 

immorality ; so that divine worship, 

was entirely abrogated, and there were 
no longer faithful pastors, nor the 
means of edifying their flocks. Since 





the 18th Germinal in the year 10, wor- 
ship being established ev where, 
gave us an opporiunity of ging our 
churches a legal organization, which in 
preserving our ancient discipline, and 
the synod, has not left it in the power 
of any one to deprive us of it. 

“We conciliate and endeavor to do 
what we can, but are far from being 
able to do what we wish; power and 
aid are wanting; ourcountry churches 
are poor, the greater part have 
neither temples, or zeal for the observ- 
ance of the Lord’sday. The pastors 
cannot establish schools for the edu- 
cation of children for want of money. 
Only the principal churche$ have been 
able to form them for the poor, and 
they are insufficient; and we cannot 
d:ssembie, that the two grand obsta- 
cles are, first, that the children of the 
peasants and mechanics know not how 
to read, (and those are the most nu- 
merous of the le ;) the second is, 
the want of veliaiben books in those 
who know how to read, which renders 
in$truction painful and insupportable 
to the teachers. 

“TI have seen by an extract of letters, 
written by Mr. Martin’s son who is now 
in London, that you and your illustrious 
cooperators” (referring perhaps, to the 
Directors of the London Missionary So- 
ciety) “are disposed to favor the ef- 
forts of Ministers in France, for the 
propagation of the gospel of Christ. 
Receive, my dear sir, the expression 
of lively gratitude and be assured our 
prayers will not cease tobe offered 
up, that the Almighty may deign to 
crown your labors, and to favor you 
with his blessing.” 

* QO how glorious is it thus to goon 
in the work of the Lord, and to conse- 
crate that temporal prosperity which 
heaven has bestowed on your happy 
country to the advancement of religion, 
and for the good of your fellow crea- 
tures who are our brethren in the flesh 
and in spirit, for we are all called to the 
same faith ana hope by virtue of him, 
who hath brought us from the dark- 
ness into his marvellous light.” 


Letter from Rev. Mr. Perrot te Rev. Me. 
Tracy, dated Guernsey, Feb. 1, 1815. 
[The Rev. Messrs. Clement and 

Francois Perrot appear to have visited~ 
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a considerable part of France, probably 
by direction of the London Missionary 
Society, for the purpose of ascertaining 
the religious state of the Protestants 
in that country.] 

“ Returned at last from our long 
and very fatiguing journey, my first 
care is to communicate, not a detailed 
relation of my travels, but a few im- 
portant facts, and some oi the probable 
results.” 

He then mentions the various places, 
that he visited, at several of which, he 
observes, that he had preached to 
crowded congregations, in some places 
to no less than 2 or 3000 very attentive 
hearers. “ At Montauban (where 1s a 
Protestant Academy) I addressed the 
students on the prerequisites toa stu- 
dent in theology, the manner of con- 
ducting their studies in our academies, 
and the great and excellent men, pro- 
duced by the mode of instruction, 
pursued in our Academical Institu- 
tions. I humbly hope, that it will 
have some eficct—Our endeavors to 
procure the establishment of an Evan- 
gelical Magazine have by the Divine 
blessing been successful: and the first 
man among the Protestants, Dr. Encon- 
tre, assisted bv his friend Dr. Bon- 
nard, will immediately publish a pro- 
spectus. The plan has been hatled by 
all the ministersin the South, as most 
likely to produce a revival in their 
churches.—The same persons will su- 
perintend an edition of 2000 copies of 
Watts’ and the Assembly’s Catechisms, 
nor will their influence be wanting to 
introduce them into the churches.—At 
Thoulouse we found a Spanish ecclesi- 
astic, who has abandoned the church 
of Rome, a very superior man who has 
translated several Protestant books for 
the benefit of his countrymen—At 
Nismes, the metropolis of Protestant- 
ism, the worthy Mr. Olivier, the eldest 
pastor, will republish an edition of 
Doddridge’s Rise and Progress. Mr. 
Anard Deiile, a very excelhit and able 
man, who understands English, has en- 
gaged to write a summary of the histo- 
ry and success of the London Missiona- 
ry Society. 

At Montpellier, Mr. Lissignot will 
translate tracts and circulate them. 
All this will require assistarice ; we 
must set them to work, and help them, 
and soon they will help themselves.— 





American Missionaries in India. 


In Spain 31,000 copies of the Bible 
have been seld,-during the revolution. 
ary troubles. Whena Spanish Duke 
passed through Thoulouse, he told Mr. 
Chabrard, that there were many in 
Spain, who, dissatisfied with Popery, 
assembled to pray to God, and read the 
Scriptures. This accounts for the in- 
fernal inquisition —At Naples there is 
alarge Protestant church,the worship 1s 
generally in French —One oi the young 
men lately ordained at Montauban, Mr. 
Tachard, who is now preaching at Nis- 
mes, a pious and able young man, wish- 
es to become a Missionary. He would 
be eminently qualified tor Canada. A 
Missionary from France would interest 
the French, and perhaps lead them to 
attempt something themselves in the 
same important Way. 


AMERICAN MISSIONARIES IN INDIA. 

In March, 1814, Mr. Newe ts after 
having resided about ten months in the 
island of Ceylon jomed his brethren, 
Messrs. Hatt and Nort, at Bombay. 
“It wasa joyful meeting,” wrote Mr 
N. in his journal, “tous all. We had 
been separated more than two years, 
had all of us passed through many try- 
ing scenes, and often given up the idea 
of ever meeting again on earth; but 
that unseen hand, which had guided us 
in allour perplexities, and led us ina 
mysteridus way, had at length brought 
us together in the very place, which, 
in our conversations on the other side 
of the water, we had often contemplat- 
ed, as the probable seat of our future 
Mission.” 

By their letters, dated in June, and 
December, it appeared, that “ they 
regularly performed divine worship, 
and preached at their own house every 
Sabbsth day, at which a few persons be- 
sides their own family usually attend- 
ed; that they kept a prayer meeting 
every Wednesday evening to seek God’s 
blessing on their Mission, and observed 
the first Monday of every month as a 
season of prayer for the church in uni- 
son with the friends of other Missions 
in other parts of the world ; that they 
applied themselves closely to the study 
of the Mahratta language (into which 
itis hoped that they will ultimately 
make a good translation of the scrip- 
tures,) and had opened a school, which 
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they hoped might be so modified and 
managed, as to ¢mbrace half cast chil- 
dren, and the children of Europeans, 
and become a boaiding school of con- 
siderable importance to the Mission.— 
There is work enough here,” they ob- 
serve, “ fora great many Missionaries 
within the compass of afew miles. 
We cannot walk the streets half a mile, 
without meeting with thousands of 
heathens with whom we may mingle, 
and converse about the way of sal- 
vation, W ithout any fear of offence, or 
exciting the least alarm. There are 
many facilities here for the prosecution 
of our work, among which we would 
mention with gratitude the perfect 
security to our persons and property, 
which we enjoy under the British Gov- 
ernment.” 

By letters dated May 24th, 1815, the 
pleasing intelligence is received, ‘that 
they had become so far acquainted with 
the language of the natives, as to be 
able to preach the gospel to them. 
But, as they remark, “ preaching is 
there a very different thing from what 
it is in a christian land, the Missiona- 
ry must litterally go out into the 
highways and hedges; must wander 
into the huts ; enter the market places : 
travel from street to street; from vil- 
lage to village ; from city to city; and 
preach to one, fifty, or five jhundred, as 
he may have opportunity.” 

In a very interesting communication, 
which we have not room to give entire, 
entitled “ Thoughts on various methods 
of advancing the cause of Christ by Mis- 
sionaries at Bombay,” besides preach- 
ing, which they with good reason con- 
sider to be * the great means, ordained 
by God for the conversion of the world,” 
they mention “ the reading of the Scrip- 
tures” to the natives, “ the distribution 
of the Scriptures, Religious Tracts, Ec. 
the establishment of "achisie both for 
instruction in the English and in the 
native languages, to be superintended 
by Missionaries, and taking children to 
bring up as Christians.” With respect 
to this last method of doing good, they 
observe that children may easily be ob- 

tained, who otherwise would not only 
be destitute of the means of grace, but 
of the means of subsistence; and that 
** the expense of feeding, clothing, and 
educating them, if a considerable num- 
ber were taken, would not be more 
than two dollars a month for each 


child.",—As to the distribution of the 
Scriptures, C2c. they remark, “ that not 
one heathen ina hundred in the course 
of his whole life reads so much, as is 
contained in the Bible : peenahis not 
so much, as is contained m the New- 
Testament ; and that to them it secms 
most judicious to & gin by giving them 
brief selections of the most simple and 
instructive parts of the Scriptures, and 
also small tracts, written in view ot 
their notions and circumstances.” 

On receiving these communications 
the prudential committee (to whom the 
direction of Foreign Missions 1s en- 
trusted) immediately sent $1000 to be 
expended by the Missionaries in pre- 
paring and distributing portions of the 
scriptures in the Mahratta language. 
They expect to send a printing press 
before long, and to prepare the w ay for 
a complete printing establishment at 
Bombay. For this purpose and.for the 
support of schools under the superin- 
tendance of the Missionaries there, the 
liberality of the christian public will 
be needed. A fund is now open for 
the reception of donations specifically 
appropriated to the education of heathen 
children and youth. . 

On the 23d of October last, the Rev. 
Messrs. Ricuarps, BARDWELL, Poor and 
Meres, with their wives, and the Rev, 
Mr. Warren, sailed from Newburyport, 
as Missionaries to the East. They go m 
the first instance to Ceylon; “ with in- 
structions to exercise their sound dis- 
cretion in view of the circumstances 
which may be presented to them upon 
the spot, whether to establish them- 
selves in some station or stations upon 
that island, or to go all, or a part of 
them to Bombay, Cochin, or elsewhere, 
as Divine Providence may seem to <di- 
rect.” 

Beside the eight Missionaries, al- 
ready employed by the American Board 
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, 
“there are five who have offered them- 
selves, with very satisfactory testimo- 
nials, ‘to be employed by the Board ; 
Mr. Burr Baldwin, whose health has 
been so much impaired as to keep him 
back from employment, but is at pre- 
sent in a hopeful state ; two students 
atthe Theological Seminary at Prince- 
ton, (N. J.) and two at Andover.” 

To the American Board abov enamed, 
there are about thirty Auxiliary Socie- 
ties, whose annual contributions have 
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30 Female Bible Socrety of Augusta and Hallowell. 


amounted on an average, for about four 
years past to about $5000. There was 
also about fifty female associations; 
formed for the purpose of contributing 
to the same object. The benetfactions’ 
otherwise contributed during the year, 
ending September, 1815, amounted to 
more than $5000; and the proceeds 
of funds at interest to about $500. Af- 
ter an expensive lawsuit, the Board have 
recently come into possession of a lega- 
cy of $30,000 bequeathed by Mrs. Nor- 
ris ot Salem. This will be applied to 
the formation of a permanent fund. 
Panoplist. 


REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 

The Panoplist for February and 
March and the Recorder of February 
28th, make mentionof the revivals of 
religion in 13 towns in Massachusetts ; 
2in Vermont; 3 in Connecticut; 11 in 
New-York ; and also among the Officers 
and soldiers in the army and navy at 
Sacket’s Harbor. 


FEMALE BIBLE SOCTETY OF AUGUSTA AND 
HALLOWELL. 


This society which was established 
about a year since, held its first annual 
meeting in Augusta on the 13th, of 
Sept. The resources and operations of 
the Society are given in the following 


REPORT. 

In conformity to an article ofthe 
Constitution, a Report of the state of 
the Society, and of what has been done 
to carry its great object into effect, is 
submitted to your attention. 

The number of subscribers for the 
past year has been 56; the amount of 
their annual subscriptions is $62, and 
an half. Donations also have been re- 
ceived to the amount of $21 and an 
half. In the course of the last winter 
$80 were transmitted to Boston for the 
purchase of Bibles. One hundred and 
twenty were in this way procured, of 
which four have since been exchanged 
for twoofa larger kind for the use of 
aged people. 

The Society have gratefully to ac- 
knowledge a donation of fifty Bibles 
from the Massachusetts Society, and an 
equal number from the Society of 
Maine. To the Secretary ofthe latter 


institution they are indebted for forty 
copies ofa very eloquent and impressive 
address, delivered by Rev. Mr. Payson. 

More than one hundred and fort 
Bibles have already been detributed. 
We are not able to state many particu- 
lars respecting their distribution ; but 
we believe thai they have been judi- 
ciously disposed of, and we have heard 
of their being in several instances very 
thankfully received. 

The Society have reason to be grate- 
fui to that Being, without whose sinile 
all endeavours are vain, that he has 
thus far prospered their undertaking, 
and has enabled them in the course of 


afew months to gladden hearts of 
many, who were experiencifig a famine 
of the word of the Lord. tis believed 


that there are still many pefsons in this 
District who are destitute ‘of the Ora- 
cles of truth, and who by the continu- 
ance of your exertions may be relieved. 
How deplorabie is their situation! We, 
who have always possessed the Bible, 
can hardly realize, what it is to be de- 
prived of it. But how dark and cheer- 
less would be our way, were it not en- 
livened by the light of the gospel. 
Both our hopes and fears would be 
built on a false feundation, and our 
ideas of God would be confused and 
erroneous. When convinced that we 
were sinners, there would be no star of 
Bethlehem to guide us to the Saviour’s 
feet, no light from heaven to conduct 
us in the path to glory. 

Who does not feel the obligation of 
contributing according to her ability to 
relieve a fellow creature from this spir- 
itual poverty? Is it not a privilege to 
open the fountains of salvation for 
the refreshment of those who are per- 
ishing for thirst ? To pour the light of 
life upon those who are ping in 
darkness? To administer the consola- 
tions of the Spirit to the afflicted, sor- 
rowing heart? Let us not then be 
weary of well doing, but let us with 
earnestness continue our exertions in 
this best of causes. Let us be willing 
to deny ourselves superfluities in dress, 
or in other articles ofexpense, that we 
may have the more to give to him that 
needeth. If we cannot do much, we 
can all do something ; and if there be a 
willing mind God will accept the small- 
est offering. It was a high encomium 
which our blessed Saviour pronounce 
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upon-the humble and affectionate wo- 
man, who poured precious ointment on 
his head, “she hath done what she 
could.” 

In addressing professors of religion, 
it may seem unnecessary to dwell upon 
the infinite value of the holy Scriptures ; 
or to exhort them to impart to others 
that bread of life, from which they 
have derived nourishment themselves. 
But we all need to be reminded of duty, 
and to be urged to its performance. 
Let us ever remember, that we are not 
our own; we have been bought witha 
price; let us therefore glorify God 
with our bodies and our spirits which 
are his. 

You will see by the letter from the 
Secretary of the Maine Bible Society 
how great is the number of associations 
already formed in our country for the 
circulation of the scriptures. Similar 
Societies are numerous in other ceun- 
tries. The number of Bibles that have 
been distributed by the Society in Great 
Britain, is immense. While by that 
and by other institutions, copies of the 
sacred volume in the languages, into 
which it has been already translated, 
are distributed in every part of the civil- 
ized world, many pious and learned per- 
sons are engaged in translating it into 
the languages of the heathen. We may 
reasonably hope that the time is fast ap- 
proaching, when all men will be able 

to read im their own tongues the 
wonders of redeeming love, and the 
knowledge of the true God will be ex- 
tended over all the face of the globe. 
May such expectations animate us to 
bear our humble part in union with the 
friends of religion and of mankind 
throughout the world, in contributing 
to so glorious an object. Our aid is not 
indeed necessary for the extension 
ofthe Gospel. If we are inactive God 
will accomplish his designs by other 
instruments. But let us not forego the 
privilege of doing what we can, for the 
promotion of the Redeemer’s cause. 
Our opportunities of usefulness will 
soon be ended. Let us work, while the 
day lasts; for the night will soon over- 
take us. Ifnow we heartily engage in 
his service, and devote our time and 
our talents to it, we shall then find that 
our labor was not in vain in the Lord. 
An appropriate and impressive dis- 
course was delivered before the Socie- 
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ty by Mr Merrill, Tutor of Bowdoin 
College, frorn Matthew xi. 5. The poor 
_— gospel preached unto them. 
following Ladies were chosen 
as officers of the Society for the ensu- 
ing year. “s 
Mrs. Grew. SRAWALL, President. 
Mrs. BRIDGE, Vice President. 
Mrs. TAPPAN, Secretary. 
Miss ANN BOND, Treasurer. 


Mrs. JONES 
Mrs. VOSE,. _— 
Mrs. BENJ. VAUGHAN, ‘at 
Mas. JOHN O. PAGE, — 


Mrs. EMMONS, ageré 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN MONITOR. 


OBITUARY. 

To record the wonders of the Al- 
mighty, and thus celebrate his praises 
is a pleasing work. Every day furnish- 
es evidence that the same power which 
raised Lazarus isstill exerted. But 
tho’ we look not for the miracles which 
better ages witnessed, yet the work of 
converting grace, wherever seen, de- 
mands a tribute of: gratitude. Hath 
God said that out of the mouths of 
babes and sucklings he will perfect his 
praise? Then let us bow in reverence, 
and say “even so Father, for so it seem- 
ed good in thy sight.” 

The subject of the following brief 
memoir, was a child of the age of ten 
years and nine months, the daughter of 
David and Mary Maxell, of Wells in 
the County of York. She was a child 
of uncommon sprightliness, and an ap- 
parent maturity of mind not often seen ; 
but there were no early indications of 
piety sufficient to attract any attention. 
This circumstance is here mentioned, 
because by it the power of grace be- 
came more manifest. 

About the middle of January, 1816, 
she was attacked with a pain and swell- 
ing in her heel, which shortly affected 
the whole system, and apparently end- 
ed in the dropsy, which terminated 
her life on the 16th of March. When 
her life began to hang in doubt, some 
of her friends used to mention before 
her the subject of death. But she 
would seem terrified, and apparently 
unwilling to hear it, and had a great de- 
sire to get well. The first perceptible 
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alteration in her, mind was about a 
week previous to herdeath. Her dis- 
order had new increased to an alarm 
degree, and on eon asked whé@@h- 
er she felt willing to have more blist- 
ers raised, which she had before very 
much dreaded, she answéred thus,— 
“if T-eould find Christ, Tshould be 
willing to be blistered from head to 
foot ; but if I had found Christ I should 
want nothing more done tor me.” She 
was then questioned considerably, and 
found to be in much distress of mind. 
Her great anxiety seemed to be to find 
Christ, and she appeared to regard all 
things else as comparatively worthless. 
Her views of sin were very deep at 
that time, and afterward still more so, 
notwithstanding the brightness of her 
hope ; and although her hitle hte had 
been adorned with morality quite 
equal, if not superior to other children, 
vet she appeared to mourn deeply for 
distinct transgressions, especially ly- 
ing, and other sins of the same nature, 
as well as for the wickedness of her 
heart ; and on being asked why she de- 
sired persons to pray with her she 
would say, “ that my sins may be par- 
doned.” 

About three days before her death, 
there is good reason to believe that the 
pleasing light of God’s reconciled 
countenance beamed upon her soul. 
She had the perfect command of her 
senses. No rapturous flights were 
discernible, but with a steady reliance 
on her Saviour, she calmly waited for 
death. She even expressed strong de- 
sires to depart. On being asked if she 
now wished to live, she answered, “no, 
{ had rather die and be with Christ.” 
it was very painful for her to be mov- 
ed in the bed, and to one that hesitated 
about disturbing her the day before 
she died, she said—*“ Don’t be afraid to 
move me ; it will wear me out the soon- 
er, and I shall be with Christ.” Her 
counsels and exhortations to her par- 
ents,and to her other friends around 
her, bespoke enlarged views of the di- 
vine perfections, and of a future state 
of righteous retribution. She express- 
ed much anxiety for the salvation of 
others, making warm appeals to the 
feelings of all that approached her. 
“\Von’t you come to heaven to me,” 
she would often say, and then would 
charge those about her to beg of Christ 
to have mercy on them. 

When she was told that she was sup- 
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posed to be dying she appeared very 
Joyful, and desired the neighbors and 
family connections to be called in, that 
she might give them a parting exiort- 
ation. As one of them came near her, 
she said,—* Uncle, will you not come 
to Christ? Are you not’ willing to 
come? © beg of Christ, and he wil! 
receive you—I know he will. There 
is nothing in the way, only beg of him.” 
It was powerful preaching. It could 
not pass unheeded like common ser- 
mons. It came from a full heart over- 
flowing with the love of God. 

Thus died this lovely child. Her 
soul'was released without a struggle, 
and without doubt passed triumphant- 
ly to the open vision of Christ. 

On this affecting instance, we may 
make the two following remarks. 

1. It shows the reality of religious 
expertence. Ye men of the world, ye 
that cail experimental religion a fancy, 
say, what affected the mind of this 
child? She was not’ talked to, and 
frightened into this. I: consideration 
ofher tender age, and her excruciat- 
ing pains of body, very little was said 
to heron religion until the alteration 
in her mind was manifest. 

2. The christian may hence gain 
strength. God’s work is one. This 
little child was savingly converted, be- 
yond any reasonable doubt, as her case 
exhibits most of the distinguishing fea- 
tures of conversion. Then there is but 
one way to heaven, and that is through 
humiliation for sin, and precious faith 
on the Lord Jesus; and though there 
are many manifestations, yet it is the 
same spirit. 

Does this slight sketch meet the eye 
of any young people, or children? Dear 
youth, remember that Jane Maxell was 
also a child, short of eleven years of 
age. Yet she manifested the spirit 
of a christian. Hence you perceive 
that there is such a thing as religion, 
and such athing as giving evidence of 
it to others. Woula you not die the 
death of the righteous’? As Was said 
of dying Stephen, so it might be said 
of this child,—she feil asleep. 

“ Night dews fail not more gently to 
' the ground, 
Nor weary worn out winds expire so 
soft.” 

Children, will you not come to Christ 
at her call? In her words we sav, 
“ only beg, and he will receive you.” 








